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General Motors helps celebrate NAACP centennial
At the centennial celebrations are (L to R) Rev. Dr. Wendell Anthony, President, Detroit Branch NAACP; Eric Holder, U.S. Attorney General; Mark L. Reuss, president, GM North
America; City of Detroit Mayor Dave Bing and wife Yvette Bing.
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    Police are searching for a 43-
year-old western Pennsylvania
woman who received kidney and
pancreas transplants last year,
but hasn’t been seen since Sat-
urday.
    Canonsburg police say they
consider Murphy Jane Hickerson
an “endangered missing person”
because she may not have her
anti-rejection drugs, and be-
cause of her health overall.
    Hickerson’s family says she
has been depressed because of
her medical problems and had
mentioned visiting a cousin in
New York City, but they’ve been
unable to locate the woman
since she and her car were last
seen about 10:30 a.m. on Satur-
day.
    The woman’s mother, Dolores
Hickerson, says her daughter has
“not been robust the last few
months. She’s has had more bad
days than good days.”
    Hickerson moved in with her
mother about 12 years ago be-
cause of diabetes-related health

problems.
    Please help us find Murphy Jane
Hickerson who went missing from
her home, 219 Hutchinson Avenue,
Canonsburg, PA. 15317 on Satur-
day, April 28, 2012.
    Murphy is an African American
woman, 43 years old, 5' 7" tall and
weighs 139 lbs. She is a double or-
gan transplant recipient who re-
quires daily medications to sustain
her life and well-being. At the
present time, she may be without
her necessary meds.
    Her car, a Honda 2009 CRV, me-
tallic taupe in color, and bearing the
license plate number, HDZ 1217,
has also been missing for the same
length of time.
    If anyone has seen or communi-
cated with Murphy on or since Sat-
urday, April 28, please call or text
her sister, Tanya Sexton, at 617-595-
8890 or call her mother, Dolores
Hickerson, at 724-746-1603.
    Thank you in advance, for your
cooperation and help in this urgent
matter. The Family of Murphy
Hickerson (CONTINUED ON PAGE 22)

By J. Zamgba Browne
Special to N.Y. Beacon

    Sen.  Charles E. Schumer this
week called on his counterpart  in
the House of Representatives to
follow the Senate’s lead and pass
the Violence Against Women Act
(VAWA).
     The Violence Against Women
Act passed the Senate last Thurs-
day with overwhelming biparti-
san support and would give law
enforcement and various advo-
cacy organizations the necessary
tools to fight back against the
scourge of domestic violence that
continues to negatively impact
communities throughout New
York.
     The bill contains grants to help
train cops and legal officers in
stopping domestic violence,
sexual assault, dating violence,
and stalking. It also toughens
federal anti-stalking laws to en-
sure that digital stalking and new
forms of harassment made pos-
sible by the internet and social
media are harshly punished.
     In addition, it ensures that vic-
tims of domestic violence have
the proper resources available, in-
cluding legal assistance, counsel-
ing, a 24-hour hotline and emer-
gency housing. Schumer cited a
NYS Division of Criminal Justice
Services statistics that over
85,000 domestic abuse incidents

in which law enforcement was
called to the scene between 2009
and 2010 in the New York Metro-
politan Area.
    “The Violence Against Women
Act literally saves women’s lives,”
said Schumer. “Since we passed
the Violence Against Women Act
in 1994, our nation has taken great
strides towards helping victims of
domestic abuse and prosecuting
their abusers, and that’s why it’s a
no-brainer to renew this crucial leg-
islation, as we have done time and
time again.”
     The original VAWA bill, which
was authored by Sen. Schumer
when he was a member of the

House, expired one year ago. Many
of the programs have continued to
receive funding over the last year
thanks to continuing resolutions
passed by the House and Senate.
     Since 2006, law enforcement agen-
cies across the state have received
over $145 million in federal funds
through programs included in the
Violence Against Women’s Act. The
bill would renew several successful
programs and provides funding for
training, education and outreach to
help state and federal agencies do a
better job of preventing violence
against women and assisting victims
of domestic violence.
     The legislation also includes new
programs designed to specifically
combat internet stalking and other
uses of social media that can lead to
domestic violence. The bill would
extend these grant programs and
critical protections for an additional
5 years.
      According to the New York State
Division of Criminal Justice Services,
some 88,933 were called to the scene
In the New York Metropolitan Area,
during 2009 and 2010 of a domestic
violence complaint. Specifically,
there were 54,699 reported incidents
in New York City, 19,410 incidents
on Long Island, and 14,824 reported
incidents of domestic violence in the
Hudson Valley.
      And according to the National

    Kings County District Attorney
Charles J. Hynes has announced
the conviction of Thomas Parkin,
51, on charges including two
counts of grand larceny in the
second degree, one count of
grand larceny in the third degree,
one count of residential mortgage
fraud in the second degree, four
counts of criminal possession of
a forged instrument in the sec-
ond degree, and one count each

of forgery in the second degree,
perjury in the first degree and per-
jury in the second degree. He faces
up to 83 years in prison when is
sentenced on May 21.
    Parkin was convicted after an
elaborate fraud in which he
dressed up as his deceased mother
to commit real estate and social
security fraud.
    In the 1990s, Irene Prusik deeded
her home, 492 6th Avenue in Park

Slope, to her son, Thomas Parkin. At
the time, Prusik, Parkin and Prusik’s
other son lived in the building. Parkin
was unable to maintain ownership,
and in January 2003, the building was
sold at foreclosure auction. After
Prusik died in September 2003, Parkin
and his co-defendant, Mhilton
Rimolo, 49, filed lawsuits against the
new owner, Samir Chopra, in the now

   On Saturday, May 19, the
Malcolm X Commemoration
Committee, the Organization of
Afro-American Unity (OAAU)
and the Sons and Daughters of
Afrika will observe the 87th an-
niversary of the birth of Malcolm
X with the 46th annual pilgrimage
to his gravesite at Ferncliff Cem-
etery in Ardsley, NY.
    Busses will assemble at the
Harlem St Office Building, 163 W.
125th St. in Harlem at 9am and
will depart sharply at 10 a.m. for
Ferncliff Cemetery.
    There is a donation of $9 and
$5 for adults and children respec-
tively. Families and groups inter-
ested in making reservations
must do so in advance by calling
718 512 5008. There are also

group packages available.
    The pilgrimage to the gravesite
was conceived by Malcolm’s late
‘big’ sister Ella Little-Collins, who
was then chairperson for the
OAAU. It has been observed ev-
ery year by the OAAU since 1966.
The Malcolm X Commemoration
Committee, then under the leader-
ship of Herman Ferguson, expanded
participation in the pilgrimage by
more than double its early partici-
pation since their first participation
in 1993.
    In 2000, Baba James Small, who
has maintained the pilgrimage and
who has overseen almost every
pilgrimage since its inception,
asked the New Black Panther Party,
under area leadership of Zayid
Muhammad, the Committee’s press

officer, to serve as the ceremony’s
‘Honor Guard.’ The Party has
proudly been a fixture in that role
ever since.
    A pall of absence is cast over
this year’s pilgrimage with recent
passing of two important carriers
of Malcolm’s legacy. On March
2, we endured the death of
Nuyorican poet and master
teacher Louis Reyes Rivera,
whose poem, A Place I Never
Been, on the assassination may
be the most heralded poetic ap-
preciation of our ‘Black Shining
Prince’ to date! On April 5, we en-
dured the death of award-winning
broadcast journalist and pioneer
Gil Noble. Noble’s work on
Malcolm are central to any seri-
ous film study of him. He won his

first Emmy Award for his bio-doc,
Malcolm X-El Hajj Malik El-
Shabazz. His film, The Loss of Our
Warrior, is the only film that ad-
dresses and captures perhaps the
most important dimension of
Malcolm’s revolutionary legacy, his
legacy as a tireless, driven organizer!
    “My two favorite pilgrimage
memories involve both of these new
ancestors,” explained a reflective
Zayid Muhammad, MXCC’s found-
ing press officer.
    “In our first participation, Earl
Grant, one of Malcolm’s most trusted
and ferocious comrades, and I liter-
ally collapsed in tears over his
gravesite in each other’s arms. It was
the first time either of us had been

Have you seen
Murphy Hickerson?

Murphy Jane Hickerson

Sen. Schumer urges House to pass
the Violence Against Women Act

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 22)

Sen.  Charles E. Schumer

Con artist posing as deceased
mother found guilty of fraud

Malcolmites observe annual pilgrimage to his gravesite

Malcolm
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    Excitement, anticipation, and
pride filled the room at the world’s
largest sit-down dinner in Detroit
on Sunday, May 6, 2012. Over
10,000 attendees joined the Detroit
Branch NAACP for the 57th An-
nual Fight for Freedom Fund Din-
ner to celebrate 100 years of fight-
ing for justice for all Americans.
The dinner, appropriately themed
“Celebrating a Century” was key-
noted by United States Attorney
General Eric Holder.
    General Motors has a long-
standing relationship with the
NAACP national organization and
a strong partnership with the De-
troit Branch NAACP. For years,
GM has been a major supporter of
the NAACP Fight for Freedom
Fund Dinner.
    Mark L. Reuss, president, GM
North America, provided remarks
during the dinner and served as a
General chair on the Centennial
Celebration Committee for the
event.
    “I’d like to extend my congratu-
lations and best wishes to the De-
troit Branch of the NAACP on the
happy occasion of its 100th birth-
day. All of us at GM are extremely
proud of the work your organiza-
tion has done, and we’re thrilled
to be able to continue our

longstanding support,” said
Reuss. “I couldn’t be more proud
to work for a company that is
ready, willing, and able to pro-
vide help here where help is
needed. And I couldn’t be hap-
pier to participate in the 57th an-
nual Fight For Freedom Fund
Dinner.”
     The Fight for Freedom Fund
Dinner raises a one million dollar
goal as a means of showing na-
tional hope and determination
among black Americans.
    During the event, the Detroit
Branch honored Rachel Maddow,
host of The Rachel Maddow
Show on MSNBC, with the Free-
dom and Justice Award for her
remarkable contributions to so-
cial justice.
    Other notables seated on the
Fight for Freedom Fund Dinner
dais included: Cloves Campbell,
chairman, National Newspaper
Publishers Association and Pub-
lisher, the Arizona Informant; De-
troit Branch NAACP President,
Rev. Dr. Wendell Anthony;
Donnell White, Detroit Branch
NAACP executive director; Rep.
John Conyers Jr.; Rep. Hansen
Clarke; Sen. Carl Levin; Sen.
Debbie Stabenow; and City of
Detroit Mayor, Dave Bing.

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 11)

NAACP BIGS — L to R) Hiram Jackson, Chief Executive Officer,
Real Times Media and The Michigan Chronicle; Mark L. Reuss,
President, GM North America; Vivian Pickard, GM Foundation Presi-
dent and GM Director of Corporate Relations; Francis Page, Pub-
lisher, Houston Style Magazine; Eric Peterson, Vice President, GM
Corporate Diversity; and Cloves Campbell, Chairman, National News-
paper Publishers Association and Publisher, the Arizona Informant.

By J. Zamgba Browne
Special to NY Beacon

     The Obama White House this
week pledged to help lower-income
youth find summer jobs.
The initiative is in partnership with
the cities of Philadelphia, Chicago
and San Francisco and is meant to
add 110,000 jobs, internships and
mentorships to the 180,000 sum-
mer work opportunities for 16-24
year olds.
     Under the new program, com-
panies such as Blue Cross and
Blue Shield Association, Johnson
& Johnson, and UBS, as well as
non-profits and federal agencies
such as the Department of Educa-

tion will offer paying jobs as well
as mentorships and other train-
ing programs.
    Every year from April to July,
the size of the youth labor force
swells as high school and col-
lege student’s nationwide look
for summer jobs. But the U.S.
Bureau says that summer em-
ployment for young job seekers
has hit record lows in recent
years.
     “There’s no replacement for
the dignity that comes with earn-
ing your first paycheck,” said
Secretary of Labor Hilda Solis.
     She said the initiative, which

By Leslie Proll
Director of the NAACP Legal
Defense & Educational Fund’s
Washington Office

    The current foreclosure crisis
constitutes a monumental civil
rights issue. Communities of color
were targeted for risky mortgage
loans, have experienced dispro-
portionately high foreclosure
rates, and have been stripped of
vast amounts of wealth because
of discriminatory lending prac-
tices. From 2005 to 2009, median
wealth fell by 66 percent among
Latino households and 53 percent
among African-American house-
holds, compared with just 16 per-
cent among white households,
largely due to declining home val-
ues. From 2009 through 2012, Af-
rican Americans are projected to
lose an estimated $194 billion in
housing equity, and Latinos are

expected to lose $177 billion.
    Unfortunately, there is reason to
believe that the destructive effects
of the foreclosure crisis on com-
munities of color have yet to be
fully realized. They face another
devastating blow caused by fur-
ther discriminatory treatment to-
wards homes and neighborhoods
by the very lenders who initiated
the foreclosures.
     The civil rights problems that
permeate the foreclosure crisis are
unfolding in stages. First, lenders
targeted communities of color with
subprime and other risky loan
products that led to foreclosure.
Last year, the U.S. Department of
Justice (DOJ) announced the larg-
est residential fair lending settle-
ment in history, in which Bank of
America agreed to pay $335 mil-
lion to settle allegations that Coun-
trywide Financial discriminated
against African-American and

Latino borrowers during the hous-
ing boom. DOJ found that Coun-
trywide loan officers and brokers
charged higher fees and interest
rates to 200,000 African-American
and Latino borrowers than to white
borrowers who posed the same
credit risk. Countrywide also
steered borrowers of color into
costly subprime mortgages when
white borrowers with similar credit
profiles received prime loans. Coun-
trywide was not an isolated ex-
ample. Other research has found
that African-American and Latino
borrowers were much more likely to
receive subprime loans than white
borrowers, even after controlling for
income level or credit risk.
     Now, it turns out, lenders are fail-
ing to properly maintain or market
the foreclosed properties they own,
and leaving these properties in a

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 11)

By George E. Curry
Editor-in-Chief
NNPA News Service

    Barring an unexpected exten-
sion from a federal judge, Friday
will be the last day for Black farm-
ers to file claims under a landmark
class-action suit known as Pigford

II.
    More than 60 groups support-
ing Black farmers sent a letter to
U.S. District Judge Paul L. Fried-
man in Washington, D.C., dated
May 2, requesting a 90-day exten-
sion.
    “We support their request for
this modest extension to be sure

the settlement reaches all eligible
claimants and gives them an oppor-
tunity to participate in the lawsuit,”
the letter said. “Working at the
grassroots level and holding count-
less outreach meetings about the
case, these organizations are find-

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 11)

    Clergy and civic leaders called on
elected officials to hold public hear-
ings into the city’s alarmingly high
abortion rates and clusters of abor-
tion clinics in certain neighborhood
zip codes where pregnancy termina-
tions outpace births.
    During a spirited emergency meet-
ing of the Queens Leadership Sum-
mit held at the Bethel Gospel Taber-
nacle in Jamaica, Queens on April 30
community leaders said that all New

Yorkers, including those who were
pro-choice, should be concerned
that the city’s abortion numbers re-
main high.
    Citing a recent report released by
the Chiaroscuro Foundation
showed that certain neighborhood
zip codes in each of the five bor-
oughs had a disproportionately
high rate of abortions being per-
formed during a ten-year period
when compared to the city’s overall

average over the same length of time.
    According to 2010 NYC Vital sta-
tistics, in New York there were 208,541
pregnancies of which 83,750 ending
in abortion.
    Non-Hispanic Blacks teens ac-
counted for 8,221 of those pregnan-
cies with 5,956 of ending in abortion,
or staggering 72 percent.
    For every 1,000 African Americans
born in New York 1,445 were aborted
and for every 1,000 babies born to

NYC teens 1,659 were aborted, ac-
cording to the statistics.
    The ground zero for this elective
procedure appears to be in parts of
Jamaica, Queens and Brownsville and
Bedford Stuyvesant, Brooklyn, where
the statistics showed that during the
last ten years, six out of every ten
women with a viable pregnancy opted
for an abortion, according to the
Chiaroscuro Foundation’s analysis of
the city data.

    “As New Yorkers we should all be
concerned when you look at the num-
bers,” said the Rev. Michel Faulkner of
the Institute for Leadership based in
Harlem, which is co-hosting the event.
“The purpose for this Leadership Sum-
mit is so that we can have a conversa-
tion about life and how to promote a
culture of life in our communities.”
    Community leaders attending the

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 11)

General Motors marks Detroit
NAACP Centennial  Milestone

Obama pledges to help
youth find summer jobs

Race discrimination after foreclosure: Are
communities of color treated differently?

Fair housing protestors getting ready to hit the pavements

Friday is the deadline for filing
Black farmers’ landmark claims

Study: Alarming high abortion rates are reported in some city zip codes
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By Gideon Manasseh

    Baptist Church in Harlem. Sena-
tor Charles Schumer attended the
graduation and addressed the
captive audience. A total of 109
licensed practical nurses gradu-
ated from the College’s LPN (Li-
censed Practical Nurse) to RN
(Registered Nurse) program at
the event.
     Located in Harlem, Helene
Fuld College of Nursing (HFCN)
is working diligently to address
the nursing shortage that is ad-
versely affecting our community
by granting upward mobility to a
largely minority population and
providing critically needed reg-
istered nurses to medically
underserved geographical areas.
Eighty-nine percent of currently
enrolled students at HFCN are
minority and 85% are female.
    Founded in 1945, Helene Fuld
admits licensed practical nurses
(LPNs) and prepares them in a
one-year intensive curriculum to
earn an Associate in Applied Sci-
ence (AAS) degree in Nursing.
Students also have the option of
attending part-time. The College
graduates approximately 200 new
associate degree nurses per year

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 22)

who are eligible to take the Na-
tional Council Licensing Exam for
Registered Nurses (NCLEX-RN).
Upon graduation, most HFCN
graduates go on to pursue careers
in both outpatient and inpatient
settings, with several community-
based healthcare agencies and
hospitals in the New York City
metropolitan area and nationwide.
In addition to qualifying as regis-
tered nurses, more than half of the
College’s alumni go on to earn
higher degrees. Alumnus Jamaican
American Pearlina Rainford, R.N.,
B.S., M.S., A.N.P., class of 1988,
provided the commencement ad-
dress.
    HFCN is accredited by the
Middle States Commission on
Higher Education and the nursing
program is accredited by the Na-
tional League for Nursing Accred-
iting Commission.
    In keeping with its career ladder
approach, Helene Fuld will be
launching a RN to BS (Bachelor of
Science) degree program in Sep-
tember 2012. The Upper Division
Baccalaureate program is open to
Associate Degree and diploma
registered nurses.

By M. Abdul-Quaiyy
Special to the NNPA from the New
Pittsburgh Courier

     “I want young Black girls to
know that you do matter. You are
loved. You are not invisible,” said
Brittany McBryde in her recent
documentary “The Image of Black
Women.”
    As a filmmaker McBryde used a
combination of her own personal
experiences and interviews of
other African-American women to
compile a well-rounded opinion of
how stereotypical images of Afri-
can-America women are misrepre-
senting their experiences.
     The film premiered at the Au-
gust Wilson Center for African
American Culture and drew a di-
verse crowd. The audience, even
though racially and generationally
diverse, was primarily made up of
African-American women.
     The film commences with a clip
from the 1963 documentary, “Take
this Hammer,” where activist and
author James Baldwin comments,
“What you say about somebody
else reveals you. So what I think
of you is being dictated by my own
psychology. I’m not describing
you when I talk about you, I’m
describing me. And I didn’t invent
the nigger. And I have always
known that I am not a nigger. So, if
I am not the nigger then who is? I
am not the nigger, it is you.”
    A very strong and racially
charged statement to begin a film,
however, Baldwin was responding
to the idea of how, historically,
Blacks were referred to in America.
It was culturally and publically ac-
ceptable and used as such by pre-
dominantly White Americans.
Baldwin’s statement implies that
the person using that word, spe-
cifically, as an insult for a darker
skinned person is perpetuating his
or her own negative self- beliefs.
     Beginning the film with the clip

of Baldwin lends credence to the
notion that African-Americans,
even 49 years later, could still be
referred to as such and, even more
disturbing, still subtly represented
as such in the media. Unfortu-
nately, the predominant images
that are glorified and the epitome
of stereotypes of African-Ameri-
cans in the media are those rooted
in negative and vulgar behavior,
McBryde said.
     The image of African-American
women, specifically, is not only
thoroughly discussed throughout
the film but also how those nega-
tive stereotypes are perpetuated
in the media. All of the persons
interviewed in the film were very
candid about their experiences as
Black women and their responses
to the stereotypes.
    Celeste Taylor commented that
she was “looked at as though I am
entertainment,” due to her hair and
several other features that made
her physically different.
    The boom of reality television
shows has given birth to a new
pop frenzy and craze. During the
film’s discussion such shows men-
tioned as advancing the stereo-

type of “the angry Black woman”
were: “Love and Hip Hop,” “The Bad
Girls Club,” and “Real Housewives
of Atlanta.” These shows follow
women, who are mostly African-
American, in their daily lives.
    The mentioned shows are known
for being infused with drama. The
level of tension, conflict, potential
violence, and sometimes violent
outbreaks, between the cast mem-
bers are a never ending theme
throughout the show’s season.
    Tanya Harris Redwood com-
mented in the film, “Reality shows
are dangerous. Promotes the stereo-
type.”
    Others agreed that images like
fights previously described do not
reflect who they are and how they
conduct themselves. These images
are representing a particular urban
and inner-city culture that reflect a
particular demographic and how
they are stereotypically known to act,
but is not necessarily reflective of
the whole. However, when women
who own businesses or are married
and do not necessarily embody the
stereotype, are seen on television
portraying themselves in stereotypi-
cal ways, over and over, then there
is an unbalanced view of how all Af-
rican-American women are seen and
how they believe themselves to be.
     Redwood continued to comment
in the film, “These stereotypes don’t
come from nowhere; people put
them out on a pedestal. That’s the
problem.”  Those African-American
women who do not fit the stereo-
types are asked why they are not
acting in this particular way.
Michelle Hunter commented during
the film that when she strived to ex-
cel in school, she was called ‘White.’
Her African-American peers called
her this because she spoke gram-
matically correct, “I’m speaking
proper English, you should try it

By Charlene Crowell
NNPA Columnist

    When the Consumer Financial
Protection Bureau (CFPB) was cre-
ated by the Dodd-Frank Wall
Street Reform and Consumer Act,
a dual mission was assigned: Fair
enforcement of financial regulation
and empowerment of consumers
to take more control over their eco-
nomic lives. In its first few months,
CFPB launched an aggressive ef-
fort to monitor lenders to make
sure they were following those two
mandates.
    With a staff of more than 800
employees in offices operating in
the nation’s capital and around the
nation, CFPB has named Stuart
Ishimaru, who has spent his ca-
reer fighting for inclusion and
equal opportunity, to head its
newly-established Office of Minor-
ity and Women Inclusion.
    According to CFPB Director Ri-
chard Cordray, “The Dodd-Frank
Act directed federal regulators, all
of them, to set up Offices of Mi-
nority and Women Inclusion. At
the Consumer Bureau, we take this
mandate very seriously. We un-
derstand how important it is to in- (CONTINUED ON PAGE 15)

Helene Fuld graduates
109 licensed nurses

Peggy Wines (President Helene Fuld College of Nursing),  Alan b.
McDougall (Chairperson Board of Trustees Helene Fuld College of
Nursing), Graduate student Prince Olugbenga Okunoye (Photo by
Gideon Manasseh)

The Image of Black Women
film sets the record straight

Brittany McBryde

Ruth Brown (Helene Fuld College Nursing Vice Chair Board of Trust-
ees), Senator Chuck Schumer (guest speaker), Peggy Wines, presi-
dent Helene Fuld College of Nursing Photo by Gideon Manasseh

Consumer bureau off to a good start

clude women and people of color
in our work, and so we have asked
Stuart, one of the best in the field,
to join our team.”
    In accepting the job, Ishimaru
said, “One of the reasons why I
came to the CFPB was for the op-
portunity to be part of the effort
to build a 21st century agency that
looks like America and has in its
DNA the core values of diversity
and inclusion and sound business

practices that are fair, transparent,
and make sense.”
     As Ishimaru begins his new du-
ties, he is charged with ensuring that
CFPB fulfills its specific statutory
duties by:
· Implementing equal employment
opportunity standards to achieve
racial, ethnic and gender diversity
in the Bureau and throughout its
workforce;
· Increasing participation of minor-
ity- and women-owned businesses
in the CFPB’s programs and con-
tracts; and
· Standardizing and assessing the
diversity policies and practices of
CFPB-regulated entities.
     Ishimaru explained, “Years ago I
saw an opportunity to do great work
for Americans who are often
underrepresented and underserved.
I believe that equal opportunities,
diversity, and inclusion are what
make this country thrive – they are
what make us great.”
     He comes to the CFPB from the
U.S. Equal Employment Opportunity
Commission (EEOC), where he
served two terms beginning in 2003.
Named Acting Chair of the Commis-

Stuart Ishimaru
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Editorial
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 New York
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Miatta Haj Smith: Co-Publisher & Executive Editor

William Egyir: Managing Editor

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 15)

By Marian Wright Edleman
CHILD WATCH

    The growth in hate groups and
the use of their divisive and nega-
tive language in the mainstream
political and media arena is cause
for national alarm. Already this
year several horrendous hate
crimes, possible hate crimes, and
crimes committed by people with
ties to hate groups have received
national attention.
    In the first week of May, a 15-
month-old girl was shot and killed
along with her mother, grand-
mother, and her mother’s boy-
friend allegedly by Arizona White
supremacist, border vigilante and
longtime neo-Nazi J.T. Ready. The
murders were the apparent result
of domestic violence but were
tragically little surprise from a man
the Southern Poverty Law
Center’s Mark Potok called “a vio-
lent thug who typifies the very
worst element in the American
nativist movement.”
    In Tulsa, Oklahoma, hate crime
charges were filed in April against
two White men who went on a
Good Friday shooting spree in a
Black neighborhood randomly
targeting and killing three Black
victims and injuring two more. In
Jackson, Miss., three White men
pled guilty to federal hate crime
charges in March after admitting
to a pattern of harassing and as-
saulting Black people that ended
with one of the men killing James
C. Anderson in June 2011 by driv-

ing over him with a pickup truck.
And in Sanford, Florida, federal
investigators considered whether
hate crime charges might apply to
the February killing of unarmed
Black teenager Trayvon Martin
who was followed and killed by
self-appointed neighborhood
watchman George Zimmerman.
    For 40 years, the Southern Pov-
erty Law Center’s mission has
been to fight hate and bigotry and
seek justice for the most vulner-
able members of society. In its lat-
est Intelligence Report for Spring
2012, the news on hate groups in
America was frightening. There
were 1,018 hate groups in the
United States in 2011 continuing
a trend of significant growth that
has lasted more than ten years.
The Southern Poverty Law Cen-
ter notes “[t]he radical right grew
explosively in 2011, the third such
dramatic expansion in as many
years.
The growth was fueled by super-
heated fears generated by eco-
nomic dislocation, a proliferation
of demonizing conspiracy theo-
ries, the changing racial makeup
of America, and the prospect of
four more years under a black
president who many on the far
right view as an enemy to their
country.” The report continues:
“The truly stunning growth came
in the antigovernment “Patriot”
movement—conspiracy-minded
groups that see the federal gov-
ernment as their primary enemy…
Many Americans, infused with

populist fury over bank and auto
bailouts and a feeling that they
had lost their country, joined Pa-
triot groups. The swelling of the
Patriot movement since that time
has been astounding.”
     The apparent killer in the Ari-
zona murders is a prime example
of how hate can cross over from
the fringe into mainstream politics:
J.T. Ready, the White supremacist
and alleged shooter, was a vigi-
lante border patroller, former Ari-
zona Republican precinct commit-
teeman and candidate for local
office who was applauded, en-
dorsed, and sponsored as an el-
der in the Mormon church by
former state Senate president
Russell Pearce, an architect and
lead sponsor of Arizona’s draco-
nian anti-immigration law. Pearce
was voted out of office after a re-
call election forced by a petition
drive last November—the first
such recall in Arizona history.
Now, he is vice chair of Arizona’s
Republican Party.
     What does it mean for the coun-
try our children and grandchildren
are inheriting when there is so
much poisonous divisiveness in
the political and media culture and
the number of hate groups is on
the rise? Another of the Southern
Poverty Law Center’s signature
initiatives is the Teaching Toler-
ance program that provides re-
sources for educators to help cre-

By Glenn Scherer

    Though some may find the fore-
cast far-fetched, global warming
could prove fatal to the GOP this
November – or in the near future.
Why? A large majority of Ameri-
cans now say unequivocally that
the whiplash weather bringing
drought, deluge and scorching
heat mostly to Red States over the
past two years, was intensified by
global warming, according to a
new study.
    Meanwhile, Republican con-
gressional hopefuls and Mitt
Romney have hitched their elec-
tion bids to climate change skep-
ticism, siding with Oklahoma Sena-
tor James Inhofe who calls global
warming “the greatest hoax ever
perpetrated on the American
people.”
    The American people however
are now personally seeing that the
hoax may all be on the climate
change denier side. By a margin
of over 2 to 1 (52% vs. 22%), they
say that U.S. weather – including
heat waves, droughts and severe
rainstorms – has been getting
worse, rather than better, in recent
years according to in-depth re-
search by Yale and George Mason
universities.
    More importantly, Americans
say extreme weather is adding to
local hardships, including harm to
crops (46%), damage from floods
(39%), and problems with air qual-
ity (38%), forest fires (34%), water
quality (31%), and transportation
(23%), says the study.
    This year’s weather trends
could further erode voter patience
with the GOP. This March, the na-
tion shattered over 15,000 heat
records in a single month. And
more scorchers are likely on the
way, with above normal tempera-
tures predicted across most of the
nation through November, says
the U.S. Climate Prediction Cen-
ter. Worse, nearly two thirds of the
country – 39 states – is already

experiencing drought this spring
(usually a wet time), as we head into
the dry dog days of summer, says
the U.S. Drought Monitor.
    These trends, if continued, could
lead to an extreme summertime heat
and drought emergency, making
Republican candidates sweat out
their electoral bids as they try to
defend their belligerent climate
change denial records.
    Especially susceptible is their ar-
gument that global warming will cost
more to fix long term, than the eco-
nomic damage it is already doing.
American commerce and communi-
ties were slammed with record eco-
nomic losses due to weather disas-
ters last year – including tornado-
ravaged Joplin, Missouri and
Tuscaloosa, Alabama, the deci-
mated Texas cattle herds, millions of
acres of drowned farmland along the
Mississippi and Missouri rivers, and
the heat scorched Southern peanut
crop.
    The U.S. endured a jaw-dropping
14 major weather disasters in 2011,
each costing $1 billion or more in
damages, totaling $53 billion. Ex-
treme weather is now increasing
prices on everything from beef, to
cotton clothing, and peanut butter.
Add to that the tragic loss of hu-
man life, and the on-the-ground im-
pacts of climate change are becom-
ing hard for voters to ignore.
    Of more concern to Republican
candidates: About half of Americans
(51%) now believe that extreme
weather will cause a natural disas-
ter in their own community in the
next year, bringing loss of life, water
shortages, wildfires, damage to
crops and other hardships.
    If the global warming public opin-
ion pendulum swings decisively
against Republicans in this election
– or at the midterms or in 2016, it
leaves the GOP with little maneuver-
ability. With the party’s purse strings
tightly tied to big oil, coal, and natu-
ral gas interests, the Grand Old Party

By Wilmer J. Leon III
NNPA Columnist

    As the country moves into the
full scale presidential election pro-
cess, a troubling pattern is devel-
oping within certain segments of
the African American community.
There’s a concerted effort by
some to silence those who are
offering honest, valid, and well
thought out analysis and criticism
of the Obama administration.
    I’ve written about individuals
such as Tom Joyner, Steve
Harvey, Al Sharpton and others
who have attempted to label hon-
est policy debate as betrayal.
Former Princeton Professor Mel-
issa Harris-Perry referred to Pro-
fessor Cornell West’s critique of
the Obama administration as, “a
self-aggrandizing, victimology
sermon deceptively wrapped in
the discourse of prophetic wit-

ness…”
    The 2012 election will be much
different than the 2008 election.
President Obama is not running
against a failed Bush administra-
tion; he’s running on his own
record. He’s running against
subtle and sometimes obvious
bigoted rhetoric as well as the
usual voter suppression tactics.
As Nobel laureate economist Paul
Krugman recently stated, the same
thieves who backed Bush are
backing Romney. President Obama
is running against 8.3 percent un-
employment and a shaky
economy. Hope and change will
not carry him to victory in 2012.
     Senator Obama received 96 per-
cent of the African American vote
in 2008. It is expected that Presi-
dent Obama will receive close to
the same percentage this time
around, although the turnout may
be lower.

     The issue for the African Ameri-
can community is what’s the “B-
Plan”? What will the African
American community do in the
event that President Obama loses
and they have to deal with a Presi-
dent Romney? What will happen
if African Americans have to get
away from the politics of person-
ality and actually decide to deal
with the politics of policy?
     Mitt Romney has endorsed
House Republican Budget Chair-
man Paul Ryan’s (R-Wis.) budget
plan. Various analyses show that
budget plan cuts food stamps by
$134 billion over 10 years and
would remove 280,000 children
from a free school lunch and break-
fast program.
     The Ryan budget and a Presi-
dent Romney would have a dis-
proportionately devastating im-
pact on the African American com-
munity. According to Bread for the

World, African-Americans are 22.5
percent of the participants in the
Supplemental Nutrition Assis-
tance Program (SNAP), formerly
the Food Stamp Program… One in
four African-Americans lives be-
low the federal poverty line, com-
pared to about one in eight Ameri-
cans overall… More than a third
(35.7 percent) of all African-Ameri-
can children lives in poverty, com-
pared to one in five children living
in poverty in the country as a
whole.
     If a President Romney tried to
implement the Ryan budget in its
current form, the African American
community would be outraged. Al
Sharpton, Jesse Jackson and
other leaders would be calling for
marches. Talk show hosts Joyner,
Harvey, and others would be beg-
ging their audiences to write, call,
and petition their elected repre-
sentatives to restore funding to

social programs.
    Under the Obama administration,
African Americans are worse off
economically, but where’s the out-
rage? Too many in the community
are silent or being attacked and sum-
marily dismissed as traitors, haters,
crazy, and misinformed for calling for
targeted solutions and policy initia-
tives to address the suffering in the
African American community.
    To paraphrase a popular quote at-
tributed to everyone from English
Statesman Lord Palmerston to
former Congressman Bill Clay, the
African American community
should not have permanent friends
or permanent enemies, only perma-
nent interests. We should be fo-
cused on policy, not personality. It
must be clearly understood that hav-
ing an African American in the Oval
Office is not in and of itself a vic-

Hate groups need to be confronted

The GOP’s Achilles heel

If President Obama loses, what’s Plan B?
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By George E. Curry
NNPA Columnist

    Fox News, the unofficial arm of
the Republican Party that claims
to be fair and balanced, is con-
ducting an all-out assault on
President Obama, doing every-
thing from letting Mitt Romney
advisers masquerade as objective
commentators to ignoring facts
when a high-profile Obama critic
or Fox News commentator make
unfounded charges.
    MediaMatters.org, the watch-
dog group, has cataloged numer-
ous instances of Fox’s one-side
and unethical behavior.
    “Fox News has repeatedly
hosted advisers to presumptive
Republican presidential nominee
Mitt Romney without disclosing
that they are helping his cam-
paign. Media Matters examined
recent appearances by advisers
John Bolton, Jay Sekulow, and
Walid Phares, who have all ap-
peared on Fox News and criticized
the Obama administration. Bolton
and Phares are Fox News con-
tributors, while Sekulow is a fre-
quent Fox News guest,” the
group stated.
    “Bolton, a Romney foreign

policy adviser, said on Fox News
that Obama’s foreign policy is ‘con-
fused and incoherent and incom-
petent’ and defended Romney’s
foreign policy experience. Sekulow,
a Romney legal adviser, has repeat-
edly appeared on Fox to attack the
Obama administration on a variety
of legal issues. And Phares, a mem-
ber of Romney’s foreign policy and
national security advisory team,
has criticized the Obama
administration’s handling of Syria
and Afghanistan on Fox.”
    Greta Van Susteren, host of “On
the Record with Greta Van
Susteren,” said on May 3: “One
year after the killing of bin Laden,
Republicans are blasting President
Obama for spiking the football.
And now, a veterans group is slam-
ming the president for taking the
credit instead of giving it to the
special forces.”
     She aired part of the ad and said,
“What I take away from that ad is
that the veterans are deeply dis-
turbed – this group of veterans,
maybe not all veterans, but this
one – and they were saying that
he was arrogant and taking credit,
that he was not humble and had
no humility …it’s very boorish to
take credit away from those brave

men … at the scene, who did ac-
tually execute this unbelievable
killing of Osama bin Laden.”
    Fox also allowed guests get
away with a similar line of attack.
     During the Fox News’ Special
Report on May 3, guest host John
Roberts announced that a group
called Veterans for a Strong
America had released an ad “ac-
cusing President Obama of spik-
ing the football over Osama bin
Laden.” Fox aired part of the ad
that claimed “heroes don’t spike
the football.”
    Fox contributor and Washing-
ton Post columnist Charles
Krauthammer said on the pro-
gram: “It isn’t just that Obama has
managed to turn a positive, some-
thing he did well, into a negative
by attacking, using it as a parti-
san weapon which diminishes
him, also it diminishes the solem-
nity of the event, which was a na-
tional event, and he used it, he
appropriated it for himself. It is the
narcissism, and that is the deeper
issue here, how they quote Obama
again and again, using the first
personal pronoun in his an-
nouncement of the event. It’s all
about me, I, commander-in-chief,
I ordered, I did this. What about

the guys out there who did it and
who risked their lives?”
    As Media Matters points out,
the personal references by Obama
were taken out of context and the
president has often given credit
to field operatives. In his May 2,
2011 announcement that Bin Laden
had been killed, the president said,
“A small team of Americans car-
ried out the operation with extraor-
dinary courage and capability. No
Americans were harmed. They
took care to avoid civilian casual-
ties. After a firefight, they killed
Osama bin Laden and took cus-
tody of his body.”
    He also stated, “We give thanks
for the men who carried out this
operation, for they exemplify the
professionalism, patriotism, and
unparalleled courage of those
who serve our country. And they
are part of a generation that has
borne the heaviest share of the
burden since that September day.”
     In a rare dissent from Fox News
orthodoxy, Host Megyn Kelly said
in an interview with the founder
of the veterans group, “He
[Obama] did give thanks to the
others, and of course had to men-
tion the first person in discussing
how things went down.”

     Neither Kelly nor anyone else at
Fox News disclosed that Joel
Arends, whose group created the
veterans’ ad, is a longtime Republi-
can operative. He worked on the
presidential campaigns of George
W. Bush and John McCain and is
chairman of the Lincoln County,
S.D. Republican Party.  Fox News
was created by Roger Ailes, a
former media adviser to Richard
Nixon and other Republican figures.
He supported the 1988 scheme to
link Democratic candidate Michael
Dukakis to Willie Horton, a Black
convicted felon. Ailes told the New
York Times, “The only question is
whether we depict Willie Horton with
a knife in his hand or without it.”
    There is no question that Ailes’
network is using a knife this time –
to stab Obama in the back.
     George E. Curry, former editor-
in-chief of Emerge magazine, is edi-
tor-in-chief of the National News-
paper Publishers Association
News Service (NNPA) and edito-
rial director of Heart & Soul maga-
zine. He is a keynote speaker, mod-
erator, and media coach. Curry can
be reached through his Web site:
www.georgecurry.com. You can
also follow him at www.twitter.com/
currygeorge.

By Benjamin F. Chavis, Jr.
NNPA Columnist

     The scripture of various reli-
gions state that the truth will set
you free. If you study or analyze
the economic conditions of the
African American community in
2012, it could lead to a telling real-
ity. Although African Americans
now spend in excess of $1 trillion
annually, our communities are not
economically free or sufficiently
empowered. How is it that so much
money flows through our commu-
nities without making a serious
sustainable economic impact?
    The increasing poverty among
African Americans at a time of in-
creased buying and consumerism
is a glaring social and economic
contradiction. We have to do
much better. This does not make
any rational sense. Of course we
understand that racism, injustice
and bigotry are all irrational facts
of life in the world in which we
live. Yet, our long struggle for free-
dom, justice and equality reveals
our historic willingness to stand
up, speak out and to emphatically
say no to oppression and injus-
tice in America and throughout the
world.
    The truth about our collective
and diverse situation deep in the
belly of America is more than a
matter of economic statistics or
the latest U.S. Census track re-
search. We are more than 45 mil-
lion strong and have managed to
build and sustain families, com-
munities, businesses and institu-
tions in spite of unprecedented
human oppression and victimiza-
tion.

     We have contributed to every
aspect of American culture and
spiritual uplift. Yet, we are still ex-
posed to painful tragedies such as
young Trayvon Martin in Florida
or senior citizen Kenneth Chamber-
lain in White Plains, N.Y. Our youth
today are the most intelligent,
gifted and talented generation that
we have ever been blessed to wit-
ness. But far too many our young
people are in failed school systems
that contribute to the highest high
school dropout rates across the
nation. Inadequate education
leads directly to disproportionate
Black incarceration.
     I mention this litany of problems
and challenges that beset the
Black community in America not
to just bemoan or simply agonize
about our past, present and future.
I want more of us not just to be
angry or upset about the state of
the social and economic condi-
tions in our communities. I am en-
couraging us to take more respon-
sibility for our empowerment. This
is the time for us once again to
raise the issues of self-reliance,
self-improvement and self-devel-
opment. I refuse to be pessimistic
about our future in America, in Af-
rica and everywhere African people
are moving forward to change the
tide of contemporary history
through building stronger partici-
pation in the global economy as
producers and not just as mass
consumers.
     In fact, I am optimistic. Why?
Over the past two years, I have
witnessed a pivotal and significant
change in the strategy for African
American empowerment. Most of
our national civil rights organiza-

tions and professional organiza-
tions now appear to be embarking
on supporting the economic de-
velopment of the African Ameri-
can community today without
overly relying on external forces
from our communities for funding
or financial assistance. In the past
24 months there have been a
record number of Black-owned
businesses that have been estab-
lished by up-and-coming young
African American entrepreneurs in
nearly every region of the nation.
     Another encouraging example
comes from the National Associa-
tion of Real Estate Brokers
(NAREB), which recently spon-
sored a successful national con-
ference at Howard University on
the “State of Housing in Black
America.”
    In was an intergenerational con-

ference of African American pro-
fessionals in the real estate field
with students, community leaders
and economic developers. Under
the theme “Conquering Foreclo-
sure Mitigation, Neighborhood
Blight and Disaster Recovery,
NAREB did an excellent job in not
only defining the systematic prob-
lems that African Americans face
in the current housing and fore-
closure crisis in the United States,
but also offer realistic and practi-
cal solutions to these critical prob-
lems.
     It was good to see NAREB join
forces with the National Associa-
tion For Equal Opportunity in
Higher Education (NAFEO),
which represents all of our Histori-
cally Black Colleges and Univer-
sities (HBCUs). For the record,
many of the problems that we face,

whether economic, political or so-
cial, will require solutions that are
undertaken and primarily led by Af-
rican American leaders and innova-
tors. A people who spends more
than a trillion dollars a year should
not have to beg for justice, respect
and opportunity. In other words, it
is long overdue for us develop our
own economic development
projects and programs and to ex-
tend a mentorship hand to next gen-
eration of youth leaders. Our future
is in our own hands.
     Benjamin F. Chavis Jr. is presi-
dent of the Hip-Hop Summit Action
Network and Education Online Ser-
vices Corporation. He also serves
as senior adviser for the Diamond
Empowerment Fund and National
Director of Occupy the Dream and
can be reached at:
drbenjamin.chavis@gmail.com

By Melvin P. Foote
NNPA Columnist

    Imagine standing on the side of
a river, watching a man drown.
He’s not very far from shore, and
he’s pleading with you to help.
There’s a rope lying on the
ground next to you. What do you
do?
    The answer is simple – you
throw the man a line.
     Unfortunately for the African
apparel industry, the answer to
this question has been elusive
within the halls of the U.S. Con-
gress. More than 200,000 jobs are

sinking into oblivion, all because
of inactivity on a very simple, non-
controversial piece of trade legis-
lation.
     The so-called “Third Country
Fabric Provision” of the African
Growth and Opportunity Act
(AGOA) created a thriving apparel
sector across Sub-Saharan Africa.
In a nutshell, it allows African coun-
tries to import raw fabric from other
regions in the world, assemble
them into garments with African
workers, and export them into the
U.S. duty-free. It sounds simple,
but this single provision has done
arguably more for job growth in

Sub-Saharan Africa than any for-
eign aid program in history. And it
has done so at miniscule cost to the
U.S. taxpayer.
    The broader AGOA legislation
dates back to 2000 and has consis-
tently enjoyed strong bipartisan
Congressional and public support
for the same reasons – because it is
cost-effective and makes good
policy sense. It is trade, not aid, that
Africa needs the most, and they’ve
proven that they can do it well. Con-
sequently, the U.S. apparel buyer
enjoys cheaper goods while build-

Fox News brings out the long knives for Obama

We must take more responsibility for our empowerment

Congress is drowning African jobs
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African Scene

    Shoppers in Malawi have been
scrambling to buy basic goods,
fearing huge price rises after the
currency was devalued by 50%.
    The BBC’s Raphael Tenthani in
Blantyre says that many shops
had run out of staple foods such
as sugar, cooking oil and bread
by the end of Monday.
    The kwacha was devalued as
part of moves by the new gov-
ernment to restore donor funding.
     The former government had
rejected IMF calls to devalue the
currency.
     Our reporter says that other
goods such as rice, maize flour
and orange squash were running
short in Blantyre’s Chichiri shop-
ping centre - the main retail area
in Malawi’s biggest city.
     He has been told that the same
panic-buying is also happening
in Malawi’s main towns.
     The scramble comes despite
economists saying they did not
expect the devaluation to imme-
diately lead to higher prices, as
many businesses were expecting
the move and were already using
the new exchange rate.  The cen-
tral bank announced that one dol-
lar would now be worth 250
kwacha, up from 168, while the peg
to the US currency would be
scrapped.  “The devaluation of
the kwacha and the liberalization
of the foreign exchange market are
expected to continue the

government’s efforts to reach
agreement with the IMF,” said
Reserve Bank of Malawi Governor
Charles Chuka, adding that this
would hopefully lead to more do-
nor funding in the next few
months.
    The International Monetary
Fund has long urged Malawi to
cut the value of its currency, say-
ing this would boost exports and
reduce demand for imports.
     However, former President
Bingu wa Mutharika, who died in
April, had rejected the calls, fear-
ing it would increase inflation.
     New President Joyce Banda is
trying to improve relations with
donors and get aid restored.
     In recent years, Malawi has run
short of foreign currency after
donors cut aid and demand fell for
its main export, tobacco.
This led to a lack of fuel in the
country.  In the four weeks she has
been in power, President Banda has
reversed several government poli-
cies.  Last week, she said she did
not want Sudan’s President Omar
al-Bashir, accused of war crimes,
to attend a summit in July.  She
says she feared the “economic im-
plications” if Mr Bashir attended
the African Union meeting in the
country.  She has also fired
Mutharika’s widow, Callista, from
her job as coordinator for safe
motherhood, the AFP news
agency reports.

By Chika Onyeani

    Sandton, South Africa, will wit-
ness the greatest gathering of
African presidents, presidents
from Caribbean nations as well as
presidents from South America
with sizable population of Afro-
descendants, in a first ever ex-
traordinary Global African
Diaspora Summit, taking place on
May 25, Africa’s Day. Prepara-
tions are already at an advanced
stage for the summit to receive
African Diaspora leaders from all
over the world.
    It would be recalled that on
Tuesday, Jan. 31, 2012, African
Union leaders meeting in Addis
Ababa, Ethiopia, affirmed the
date of the Summit, and asked the
African Union Commission and
South Africa to collaborate for a
successful diaspora summit. They
requested the AU Commission to
consider and prepare a framework
document on the representation
of the African Diaspora in AU
structures and processes.
    Meanwhile, the leaders called
on member states, AU partners
and the Diaspora communities
worldwide to support the summit
and its implementation strategy.
The summit would help build a
solid foundation for reviving the
African family across the world
to give impetus to the renaissance
of the continent, said the leaders.
    The objectives of the summit
are to strengthen the commitment,
particularly on the part of gov-
ernments - in Africa and in coun-
tries with substantial African
populations - to structured rela-

tionships between Africa and its
Diaspora, define key goals and
identify specific projects to which
collective African efforts, govern-
mental and non-governmental, will
be directed; chart a way forward in
institutionalizing processes of glo-
bal African cooperation, dialogue,
planning and implementation of
strategies and projects; and set up
mechanisms that would ensure the
follow-up actions required to
implement the decisions taken at
the summit.
    The 17th Ordinary Session of the
Assembly of Heads of State and
Government of the African Union
took a significant and dramatic step
by deciding to convene the Global
African Diaspora Summit on Afri-
can Day on 25 May 2012 in South
African on the Global African

Diaspora Process. The decision
marked the climax of a protracted
consultation process between the
African continent and its Diaspora
on the goal, content, objectives and
implementation strategy of the
Diaspora process. The Decision fa-
cilitated the convening of a Minis-
terial meeting in New York on Sep-
tember 24, 2011 to review the out-
comes of a previous Technical Ex-
perts meeting as well as the Summit
documents of 2007 and consolidate
them into a Draft Declaration, Pro-
gram of Action and Implementation
Strategy for the consideration of the
leaders of Africa and its Diaspora in
the Summit of May 2012. The con-
solidated outcome documents

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 15)

     Islamist fighters said to be
linked to al-Qaeda have de-
stroyed the tomb of a local Mus-
lim saint in the Malian town of
Timbuktu, officials and locals say.
    The gunmen attacked the
shrine and set it on fire, saying it
was contrary to Islam, according
to the official.
    Tuareg rebels and Islamist fight-
ers took control of Timbuktu, a
UN heritage site, after a military
coup in March.
     Unesco said the town’s cap-
ture could endanger its “out-
standing architectural wonders”
     Residents said armed men
from the Islamist group Ansar
Dine threatened locals going to
worship at the grave of Sidi
Mahmoud Ben Amar.
     “What you are doing is haram!
(forbidden). Seek help from God
directly rather than the dead,” one
of the gunmen said, according to
a resident quoted by the Reuters
news agency.
     A local politician, El Hadj Baba
Haidara, told Reuters about the

atttack:
     “They attacked the grave, broke
doors, windows and wooden gates
that protect it. They brought it out-
side and burn it,” he said. “This
tomb is sacred, it is too difficult to
bear.”
    A local official said the fighters
had threatened to destroy other

saints’ tombs, according to the AFP
news agency.
     Strict Islamists regard shines as
idolatrous, while some Muslims,
especially Sufis, regard them as an
accepted part of Muslim worship.
    On its website, Unesco, the UN’s

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 15)

    Ethiopian forces have launched
a military assault on positions in-
side Eritrea, Ethiopian officials
have said.
    Ethiopia attacked because
Eritrea was training “subversive
groups” to carry out attacks in-
side Ethiopia, a government
spokesman said.
    A number of people were killed
and others captured when three
camps were attacked, a defense
official said. Eritrea has not yet
commented.
The two countries fought a bor-
der war from 1998 to 2000.

    Despite signing a peace treaty,
tensions between the two coun-
tries have remained high ever
since.
     However, Thursday’s dawn
raid is the first attack by Ethiopian
troops inside Eritrean territory
since the end of the war, in which
some 80,000 people died.
     The United States has called on
both countries to “exercise re-
straint and to avoid any further
military action”.
    Two German nationals were

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 15)

Malawi devalues kwacha by
50 percent, leading to panic

An extraordinary Global African
Diaspora summit slated for May 25

Erastus Mwencha

Ethiopia launches military
attack inside Eritrea

Mali Islamist militants ‘destroy’
ancient Timbuktu saint’s tomb

Timbuktu is the site of three great medieval mosques, Unesco says

President Joyce Banda
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By Cheryl Pearson-McNeil
NNPA Columnist

    Here’s a news flash: consum-
ers prefer doing business with
companies that make a positive
difference in the world. Are you
surprised to hear this? Are you
that kind of a consumer? Hope-
fully so. Nielsen recently sur-
veyed more than 28,000 online
participants from 56 countries in-
cluding North America, Asia Pa-
cific, Europe, Middle East/Af-
rica, and Latin America, and re-
leased the Who is the Global,
Socially-Conscious Consumer.
Nielsen defines the “socially-
conscious consumer” as those
who say they would be willing
to pay extra for products and
services from companies that
give back to society. There are a
lot of statistics here, but it’s in-
teresting – and important – so
stay with me.
· Around the world, two-
thirds of consumers (66 percent)
say they prefer buying products
and services from companies
with programs that give back to
society.
· Sixty-two percent of re-
spondents say they prefer to
work for these socially con-
scious companies.
· Fifty-nine percent in-
vest in these companies.
· Nearly half (46 percent)
of all consumers surveyed say
they would pay extra for prod-
ucts and services from these
companies.
    Eighteen causes were pre-
sented to the participants in this
wide-reaching survey. Among
the top 10 causes, environmen-
tal sustainability ranked as the
number one, with 66 percent of
consumers caring about it
across the board. Improvements
to science, technology and math
education came in second at 56
percent; eradicating extreme
hunger and poverty came in
third at 53 percent.
    The other top 10 causes, de-
pending largely on the region of
the world, that round out what
consumers care about are:
achieve universal primary edu-
cation, provide relief following
natural disasters, support small
business and entrepreneurship,
promote racial, ethnic and cul-
tural inclusiveness, increase ac-
cess to clean water, undertake
development projects that ben-
efit the communities around their
offices or manufacturing units
and protect animals.
    Nielsen conducts this re-
search so that our global clients
better understand the socially-
conscious consumer and our

communities so that both benefit.
But guess what? Nielsen’s com-
mitment to social responsibility
goes beyond simply measuring
what consumers feel about it. You
can find us at community events
around the country.
     We partner with the National
Newspaper Publishers Associa-
tion (NNPA) to bring this column
to you. Last fall, we collaborated
with NNPA on the first in a series
of in-depth reports that will be
released over the next three years
titled, The State of African –
American Consumer, which as
you know by now is a first-of-its-
kind comprehensive study that
told our story as powerful con-
sumers in this country. Nielsen
also proudly sponsors large and
small organizations around the
nation such as the NAACP and
National Urban League, as well
as the annual Congressional
Black Caucus Foundation Legis-
lative Conference.
    In addition to dollars, Nielsen
offers workshops and brain
trusts addressing issues critical
to Blacks. And let’s face it, re-
search can sometimes be daunt-
ing. That’s why Nielsen’s Public
Affairs team works to keep it fun
and engaging for consumers
from all walks of life. From online
and mobile media consumption to
consumer packaged goods pur-
chases, Nielsen keeps a pulse on
the opinions and everyday ac-
tivities of our African-American,
Asian-American and Hispanic
consumers in order to better un-
derstand their shopping and me-
dia consumption patterns.
     Nielsen’s “You Matter” cam-
paign takes an engaging ap-
proach to demonstrate and rein-
force the importance of consum-
ers’ participation in Nielsen’s
panel studies and surveys. That’s
why you can find us engaging
with you at events such as the
Steve Harvey Hoodie Awards in
Las Vegas, the Tom Joyner Fam-
ily Reunion in Orlando and Taste
of Soul in Los Angeles. If you find
yourself at one of our booths,
prepare yourself to be informed
and engaged. We promise inter-
active on-site booth participa-
tion. On-air radio personalities
like DJ Thump from 92.3 The Beat
in Las Vegas and Wes Hall, from
Hot 92.3 in Los Angeles, help us
get crowds excited about
Nielsen’s insights with trivia
games and on-site music.
    The underlying message
throughout all of our consumer
outreach events is simple, and
you hear me talk about it rou-
tinely in this space: “If you’re

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 11)

    The New York Association of
Black Journalists will recognize
the work of more than 40 journal-
ists, including a special honor to
former diversity advocate Rob-
ert Naylor, and pay tribute to the
late Gil Noble at its 24th Annual
Scholarship and Awards Ban-
quet.
    The event will be held May 15
at 7 p.m. at the historic Audubon
Ballroom, now known as the
Malcolm X & Dr. Betty Shabazz
Memorial and Educational Cen-
ter in the Washington Heights
section of Manhattan. The
evening, which will be hosted by
WNBC’s Pat Battle and Black
Enterprise’s Shannon Lanier, will
benefit NYABJ’s college schol-
arship fund.
    Among the winners include
CNN, The Grio, Bloomberg News,
the Wall Street Journal, BET,
Essence Magazine, News 12
(Long Island/Westchester), CBS,
Verizon FiOS 1 News, the New
York Post and WGBO.
     “NYABJ is thrilled to present
well-deserved awards to all of our
winners and also recognize two
luminaries in our field-Robert
Naylor and the late Gil Noble,”
said NYABJ President Michael J.
Feeney. “From News 12
Westchester’s coverage of the
Danroy Henry killing to CNN’s

coverage of the Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr. monument dedication to
recording artist Beyonce Knowles’
Essence magazine article about
how a nine-month break changed
her life, we congratulate every-
one.”
     Robert Naylor, who spent more
than 30 years as a reporter, editor,
and news executive for newspa-
pers, television stations-and most
recently The Associated Press-is
the recipient of the 2012 Lifetime
Achievement Award for his tire-
less efforts as a diversity advo-
cate to helping other minorities
break into the news industry.
Naylor spent most of his career at
the Associated Press where he be-

came the second black bureau chief
and later Chair of the AP Diversity
Council.
     Naylor is a long-time member of
the National Association of Black
Journalists, and a founding mem-
ber of the LGBT Task Force. He is
also member of the National Les-
bian and Gay Journalists Associa-
tion, and has been a member of the
Asian, Hispanic, and Native Ameri-
can journalist associations, as well
as the National Association of
Multicultural Media Executives and
the Media Diversity Networking
Group.  NYABJ will also pay tribute
to Gil Noble, legendary television
journalist and long-time host of
WABC-TV New York’s public affairs
program Like It Is, who passed away
in April at the age of 80.  Noble, a
four-time Emmy Award winner, was
born in Harlem and joined WABC-
TV in 1967 as a reporter and later
became an anchor of its weekend
newscasts.
    A few months later, Noble be-
came host of Like It Is, which fea-
tured interviews and commentary
from some of the most prominent
and influential Black Americans of
the 20th century including Adam
Clayton Powell, Jr., Stokley
Carmichael (Kwame Toure), Dr. Mar-
tin Luther King, Fannie Lou Hamer,
Muhammad Ali, Lena Horne and Bill
Cosby.

By Jason Alderman

    On Mother’s Day, children of
all ages thank their moms for the
many sacrifices made during their
childhoods – and well beyond,
considering how many adult chil-
dren still hit up their moms for a
loan or free babysitting.
    Unfortunately, for many moth-
ers sacrificing extends well be-
yond sleepless nights and bor-
ing recitals. Women frequently
leave the workforce during prime
earning years to care for families.
Consequently, they often fall be-
hind on pay increases and pro-
motions, so their retirement ac-
counts and Social Security ben-
efits are usually much smaller
than men’s. Plus, women live an
average five years longer than
men so their already smaller in-
come must stretch even further.
     I’m not trying to bring every-
one down, but rather to suggest
that your best Mother’s Day gift
this year might be to initiate a
frank discussion about your

mom’s personal finances and how
she can better prepare for the fu-
ture. Here are a few topics you
might discuss:
     Put retirement savings first. You
can always borrow money to pay
for college or a house, but you
can’t get a loan to pay for retire-
ment. If she’s still working, make
sure your mom is enrolled in a
401(k) plan or an IRA and saving
as much as possible.
     Social Security benefits. Even
if your mother didn’t pay into So-
cial Security through work, she’ll
be eligible to collect benefits as
long as her spouse did. And, if she
qualifies under her own work
record as well as your dad’s, she’ll
generally receive the higher ben-
efit amount of the two.
    The longer your mom waits to
draw Social Security, the larger her
monthly benefit will grow. Social
Security “full retirement age” is 65
for those born before 1938 and in-
creases gradually to 67 if born af-
ter 1959. If she meets eligibility re-
quirements, your mom can begin

drawing reduced benefits beginning
at 62; however, doing so will cut her
benefit amount by up to 30 percent.
However, by postponing benefits
until after full retirement age, her
benefit will increase up to 8 percent
per year, up to age 70.
    +Also keep in mind:
· Widows can tap Social Se-
curity benefits as early as age 60
(50, if disabled). And spousal ben-
efits are available if she’s divorced,
provided the marriage lasted at least
10 years, she remains unmarried and
is at least 62.
· Although many states
don’t tax Social Security benefits,
the federal government counts
them as taxable income. So, depend-
ing on your mom’s overall retirement
income, she could owe federal tax
on a portion of her benefit. IRS Pub-
lication 915 has full details.
· If your mom begins draw-
ing benefits while still working, they
could be significantly reduced de-
pending on her income. Read “How

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 11)

    The President’s health care law
gives hard working, middle-class
families the security they deserve.
TheAffordable Care Act forces
insurance companies to play by
a new set of common sense rules,
prohibiting them from dropping
your coverage if you get sick, bill-
ing you into bankruptcy through
annual or lifetime limits, and,
soon, discriminating against any-
one with a pre-existing condition.
     The new law is also delivering

critical support to Community
Health Centers nationwide. The
Obama Administration has an-
nounced new grants made possible
by the Affordable Care Act to sup-
port 398 renovation and construc-
tion projects at Community Health
Centers nationwide. These projects
will help Community Health Centers
serve nearly 900,000 more patients.
And these grants are just one of
the ways the new health care law
and our Administration are making

Community Health Centers
stronger.
     According to the report:
* The health care law has already
supported 190 construction and
renovation projects at health cen-
ters and the creation of 67 new
health center sites across the
country,
* Since the beginning of 2009,
employment at health centers
nationwide has increased by 15
percent.

*Thanks primarily to
theAffordable Care Act and the
Recovery Act, community health
centers are serving nearly 3 mil-
lion additional patients today.
    Unfortunately, some in Con-
gress want to refight the political
battles of the last three years and
repeal the Affordable Care Act.
Here’s what repealing the health
care law would mean for Commu-
nity Health Centers and millions
of Americans:

* Over the next two years, the health
care law will support more than 485
health center construction and reno-
vation projects and the creation of
245 new community health center
sites. These new sites will support
an additional 6,000 jobs. Without the
health care law, these centers will
not be built.
* Without the health care law, an
additional 1.3 million additional new

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 11)

Are you a socially
conscious consumer?

New York Association of Black
Journalists to hold annual fete

Gil Noble

On this Mother’s Day, discuss
your mother’s financial future

Report: Health Care law makes community health care stronger
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Don Coleman, Phil Griffin, Tamron Hall, LaTanya Richardson, Tamika Mallory, Richard D. Parsons, Pauletta Washington, Rev. Al Sharpton,
Karla Ballard, Doug Morris, Sylvia Rhone, W. Franklyn Richardson, Dominique Sharpton

By Audrey J. Bernard
Lifestyles & Society Editor

    The Keepers of the Dream
Awards was established to honor
the legacy of Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr. by The Reverend Al
Sharpton and the National Action
Network (NAN), a civil rights or-
ganization that works through the
grassroots participation of its
members to fight inequality; and
to keep Dr. King’s dream for a bet-
ter world alive and honor those
whose actions further the work of
the legendary civil rights leader.
    Now some fourteen years later,
the event has grown to become
the centerpiece of NAN’s annual
convention which was held this
year in Washington, DC from April
11-14, 2012 at the Walter E. Wash-
ington Convention Center.
    There was a big political turn-
out at this year’s star-studded
celebrity dinner since Rev.
Sharpton has become a MSNBC
political personality hosting Poli-
tics Nation.  The host was joined
by many of his fellow sharp po-
litical pundits who were on hand
to support their colleague along
with Tamron Hall, host of MSNBC
News Nation, who also served as
host of the dinner.  (Both shows
air on MSNBC, part of NBC News,
a subset of NBCUniversal, which
is the parent company of theGrio.)
    The eagerly awaited event at-
tracted the crème de la crème in
politics, civil rights, education,
business, the church, corporate,
entertainment and fashion indus-
tries.  Following a delectable din-
ner, Dr. Bill Cosby delivered a rous-
ing keynote address.  Guests were
treated to a special performance
by SONY recording star John Leg-
end.
    The coveted Keepers of the
Dream Award recognizes those
who continue to promote the doc-
trines that Dr. Martin Luther King
Jr. gave his life for, in their respec-
tive fields of work.  This year’s
honorees that were recognized for
having committed themselves to
fairness and racial harmony and
for continuing to advocate for the
principles for which Dr. King gave
his life included:
    Richard D. Parsons, senior ad-
visor at Providence Equity Part-
ners Inc., chairman of the board
of Citigroup and former chairman
of the board and CEO of Time
Warner, Inc.; Denzel & Pauletta
Washington; Karla Ballard, chief
of strategic development, media
and national partnerships, One
Economy; and Doug Morris CEO
of Sony Music Entertainment.
    On behalf of NAN, Rev.

14th Annual Gala

Stars come out for National Action
Network’s Keepers of the Dream Awards

Sharpton thanked sponsors and
guests for their continued patron-
age.  “The work that NAN has done
over the last year could not have
been done without the support
and encouragement of our spon-
sors, friends and supporters, and
we are grateful to you for your
commitment to civil rights.”
    The four-day event consisted
of a series of plenary sessions,
panels and special events that
included the Attorney General

of the U.S. Eric Holder, the fam-
ily of Trayvon Martin, Harvard
University Professor Dr. Charles
Ogletree, U.S. Secretary of La-
bor Hilda L. Solis, Congress-
woman Eleanor Holmes Norton,
U.S. Secretary of Health and
Human Services  Kathleen
Sebelius, U.S. Secretary of Hous-
ing and Urban Development Shaun
Donovan, David Gregory (NBC’s
Meet the Press Moderator), U.S.
Secretary of Education Arne

Duncan, and EPA Administrator
Lisa P. Jackson.
    The convention closed with
a televised symposium that
took place at Howard Univer-
sity entitled: “Measuring the
Movement” that featured vic-
tims of gun violence and their
families including Sean Bell’s
widow Nicole Paultre Bell and
Kadiatou Diallo the mother of
Amadou Diallo.
    NAN’s chairman W. Franklyn

Richardson brought the elegant
gathering to a spiritual close with
memorable words.  “Tonight we cel-
ebrate in honor of one man and one
dream, as one community.  May the
memory of Dr. King motivate us, the
works of our honorees maintain us,
and the power of God sustain us,”
he said.  He then closed the evening
wishing all a safe journey home.
(Photos by Audrey J. Bernard,
Nadia Fattah and courtesy Na-
tional Action Network)

Politics Nation production staff Judge Tanya Kennedy,
 Eleanor Kennedy

W. Franklyn Richardson, Rachel
Noerdlinger,  Mayor Dwight Jones

Karl Rodney, Faye Rodney,
Dominic Carter

Bobbi Humphrey,Ruth
Clark

Doug Morris, John Legend L.A. Reid, Doug Morris, Rev.
Al Sharpton, Sylvia Rhone

Judge Greg Mathis, Don
Coleman, Kedar Massenburg

Bridget Bland, Mychal Bogee Bill Cosby, Tamron Hall Hazel Dukes, Rev. Al Sharpton Steve Manning, Tonya Lewis Lee
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(from Page 9)

Are you a socially
conscious consumer?

ever asked to participate in a
Nielsen study or survey, please
say “yes,” because You Matter.
So now that you know where con-
sumers around the globe stand on
social responsibility, and where
Nielsen stands on giving back as

a company, the question is: how so-
cially conscious are you? How are
you using your power? Hopefully,
you’re using it for good.
    Cheryl Pearson-McNeil is senior
vice president of public affairs and
government relations for Nielsen.
For more information and studies
go to www.nielsenwire.com.

Work Affects Your Benefits” at
www.ssa.gov for details. (Note:
The reductions aren’t truly lost
since benefits will be recalculated
upward at full retirement age.)
     Social Security has a great
website for women with informa-
tion on retirement, disability and

other issues – in English and Span-
ish (www.ssa.gov/women).
     You can help your mom estimate
her retirement needs by using their
Retirement Estimator, which enters
her earnings information to estimate
projected Social Security benefits
under different scenarios, including
retirement age and future earnings
projections (www.ssa.gov/estima-

tor).  Discussing finances isn’t as
much fun as a picnic in the park,
but your mom will appreciate your
looking out for her financial fu-
ture.
      Jason Alderman directs
Visa’s financial education pro-
grams. To Follow Jason Alder-
man on Twitter:
www.twitter.com/PracticalMoney.

(from Page 9)

On this Mother’s Day, discuss
your mom’s financial future

patients that will get care at a
Community Health Center in the
next two years will have to look
elsewhere for health care or sim-
ply go without the care they
need.
     Supporting our community

health centers is just one way the
Affordable Care Act is making our
health care system stronger. To learn
more about how the law is improv-
ing health care for millions of Ameri-
cans nationwide,
visitwhitehouse.gov/healthreform.
Cecilia Muñoz is the Director of
the Domestic Policy Council

(from Page 9)

Report: Health Care law makes
community health care stronger

does not require congressional
approval, comes on the heels of
President Obama’s multi-state
visit to college campuses where
he stressed his effort to get Con-
gress to extend low interest rates
on college loans to more than 7.4
million students.
    Obama won a strong majority

of the youth vote in his 2008 presi-
dential election and is trying to do
so again but a key question is
whether many young people will
turn out to vote.
     The White House said the city
of Chicago would provide 973 jobs
through a partnership with Chicago
Public Schools where nearly half of
the opportunities would be offered
to students at risk of academic fail-

ure.
     In 2011, the number of young
people looking for but unable to
find summer work increased by
745,000 to 4.1 million in July, which
is typically the peak of youth em-
ployment. Last summer also
marked the lowest rate of youth
employment for the month of July
since 1948, according to the la-
bor bureau.

(from Page 3)

Obama pledges to help youth find summer jobs

(from Page 3)

state of disrepair. According to a
recent investigation by fair hous-
ing organizations, this stage of
the crisis is not affecting all com-
munities equally.
    Due to the discriminatory main-
tenance and marketing of fore-
closed properties, African-
American and Latino communi-
ties and cities with high minority
populations risk losing many bil-
lions more in wealth through re-
duced neighborhood property
values and increased expenses
incurred by local jurisdictions.
Importantly, these practices af-

fect not those families who already
lost their homes, but their neigh-
bors living next door or down the
street from the vacant foreclosed
property.
    This month, the National Fair
Housing Alliance (“NFHA”) and
four of its member organizations re-
leased a report, entitled “The Banks
Are Back, Our Neighborhoods Are
Not: Discrimination in the Mainte-
nance and Marketing of REO Prop-
erties,” which examines ongoing
discrimination in the maintenance
and marketing of bank-owned fore-
closed properties known as real es-
tate owned (REO) properties.
    The study evaluated over 1,000
REO properties in cities across the

Race discrimination after foreclosure
county. The findings are extremely
troubling: banks have engaged in
substandard maintenance and mar-
keting of foreclosed properties in
communities of color, while prop-
erly maintaining and marketing fore-
closed properties in predominantly
white communities.
    In other words, properties in
white neighborhoods “were more
likely to have neatly manicured
lawns, securely locked doors and at-
tractive ‘for sale’ signs out front,”
while homes in communities of color
“were more likely to have overgrown
yards littered with trash, unsecured
doors, broken windows and indica-
tions of marketing as a distressed
sale.”

ing eligible farmers everyday who
are not aware of the claims pro-
cess and how they go about fil-
ing a successful claim.”
    It continued, “The projected
30,000 claims sent to the Claims
Administrator are between a third
and a half of all potential claim-
ants. We feel Class Counsel and
its partners in the case could and
should do better in reaching a
greater proportion of the eligible
claimants. We feel an extension
of ninety days in the claims pe-
riod will help reach the remaining
people.”
     Because Judge Friedman
turned down a similar request ear-

lier, advocates for Black farmers are
not optimistic he will grant an ex-
tension beyond Friday’s deadline.
     Interested farmers may contact
the lawsuit administrator at 877/810-
8110 or the Federation of Southern
Cooperatives Land Assistance
Fund at 404/765-0991 or visit their
Website at www.federation.coop.
     Litigation against the U.S. De-
partment of Agriculture – Pigford v.
Glickman and Brewington v.
Glickman – began in August 1997
on behalf of two Black farmers. But
the problems of racial discrimina-
tion had long predated those claims.
     “For many years, black farmers
had complained that they were not
receiving fair treartment when they
applied to local county committees

(which made the decisions) for
farm loans or assistance,” said a
Congressional Research Service
report by Tadlock Cowan and
Jody Feder. “These farmers al-
leged that they were denied
USDA farm loans or forced to wait
longer for loan approval than
non-minority farmers. Many
black farmers contended that
they were facing foreclosure and
financial ruin because the USDA
denied them timely loans and debt
restructuring. Moreover, many
claimed the USDA was not re-
sponsive to discrimination com-
plaints. A huge agency backlog
of unresolved complaints began
to build after the USDA’s Civil
Rights Office was closed in 1983.”

(from Page 3)

Deadline of filing Black farmers’ landmark claims

event said that it was time that gov-
ernment officials take a closer look
at the statistics “to make sure we are
doing all we can to promote families
in New York City.”
    Faulkner said that the group was
working to open family life centers
in Jamaica and Harlem where fami-
lies would have access to counsel-
ing and community support.
    The Rev. Denise Lawrence of One

Choice One Voice: Abstinence Until
Marriage, said that adults and teens
need to be armed and educated about
all their options, including “choosing
to wait until you are married to have
sex.”
    Speaking to a diverse group, co-host
Bishop Roderick Caesar of the Bethel
Gospel Tabernacle, said that the
Queens Leadership Summit was impor-
tant to discuss ways to lower the rate
and show we care about what happens
in our communities.

    “We want to make sure that we
are doing all we can to make sure all
alternatives are being explored,” the
Rev. Caesar said. “We need to show
the community that we are con-
cerned and we are working to create
better options and a brighter tomor-
row. Anybody looking at these sta-
tistics, I don’t care what race or reli-
gion should be upset. There is a prob-
lem in our culture that needs to be
addressed when we are choosing
death over life.”

(from Page 3)

Alarming high abortion rates
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Don’t miss the Mother’s Day Concert featuring The Whispers and special guest Valerie
Simpson at the Beacon Theatre on Saturday, May 19.  A driving force in songwriting with
her late husband Nick Ashford, Valerie has a history of penning hits for many notable
artists.  Ashford and Simpson wrote for performers including Chuck Jackson and Ray
Charles before joining Motown’s production staff where they created hits for many of the
label’s top acts, among them “You’re All I Need to Get By” by Marvin Gaye and Tammi
Terrell, “Ain’t No Mountain High Enough” by Diana Ross and “I’m Every Woman” by
Chaka Khan.   The performing duo scored a first soul hit of their own in 1973 and amassed
a string of smash hits including their first R&B chart-topper 1984’s “Solid.”  “After
Nick’s passing last August, we are honored to have Valerie Simpson join us for this very
special show,” said the Whispers.  (PICTURED) Valerie Simpson (center) strikes a pose at
Sugar Bar with Living Legend singer and dear friend Roberta Flack (left) and Don Tho-
mas, entertainment editor New York Beacon. (Photo: Audrey J. Bernard)

Kathy Jordan Sharpton (pictured) birthday celebration takes place on Monday May 21,
2012 at The Canaan Baptist Church, 132 West 116th Street between Lenox Avenue and
Adam Clayton Powell Blvd in the Village of Harlem from 7-11pm.   The event will be hosted
by Rev Al Sharpton, Roberta Flack, Freddie Jackson, and Valerie Boyd featuring Marvin
Saap, Vickie Winans, James Hall Worship and Praise Choir, Vy Higginsens’ Teens For
Gospel, The Harlem Japanese Gospel Choir, Canaan Dance The Word Ministry.  The
KJSSF Scholarships will be awarded.  Admission is FREE. (A free will offering will be
taken)

     (Photo: Ronnie Wright)
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Wednesday's Woman

By Audrey J. Bernard
Lifestyles & Society Editor

    Ruth D. Hunt is the gift that
keeps on giving — a character
excellence manifested from the
start of her flourishing journey
when she was tapped by the
Jackie Robinson Foundation as
their first employee to work un-
der the tutelage of Robinson’s
widow Rachel Robinson.  Here
she learned the true meaning of
service and humanity resulting in
the development of solid project
management, special events and
fundraising skills.
    Since then, Hunt’s ongoing
commitment to community ser-
vice — coupled with her civic and
personal passion as well as her
creative talents — led to her
present employment at the New
York City Health and Hospitals
Corporation as director of com-
munity affairs at Bellevue Hospi-
tal Center simultaneously work-
ing closely with the Bellevue
Community Advisory Board.
Hunt will soon celebrate a decade
of staging community awareness
events resulting in an increased
visibility of public hospitals in the
eyes of the community.
    Since her vetted appointment
Hunt has produced many commu-
nity events including the
Corporation’s annual “Take Care
New York Campaign” where she
produced and coordinated large
scale “preventive” educational
health fairs that she partnered
with national and/or local health
observances for Bellevue and the
North Brooklyn Health Network
(Woodhull Hospital Center and
Cumberland Diagnostic and
Treatment Center).
    Hunt also expanded meaning-
ful partnerships including those
with the Brooklyn Task Force of
the Borough President’s Office,
the Brooklyn Perinatal Network,
and Councilman Al Vann’s Health
Task Force.  In addition, she as-
sisted Assemblymen Darryl
Towns and Frank Boyland’s ef-
forts to enrich and educate the
Brooklyn communities about
healthcare.
    Long before Obamacare, there
was Huntcare, and for her dedi-
cated commitment to marketing
healthcare awareness in the com-
munity Hunt has received numer-
ous awards.  One such award was
the coveted KISS-FM Phenom-
enal Woman Award.  This honor
stemmed from her conceptualiz-
ing and coordinating a live radio
broadcast at Woodhull Medical
Center for “Take Your Loved One
to the Doctor Day” that helped
to generate over 500 health
screenings.  She also supported
Borough President Marty
Markowitz’s “Take Your Man to
the Doctor Day.”
    Hunt’s interest in promoting

Ruth D. Hunt to receive Champion of the African
Diaspora award and Delta Sigma Theta Sorority,
Inc. Physical and Mental Health award

men’s health awareness led to spe-
cial “Men’s Health Day” events
featuring NBA sports greats like
Spencer Haywood, Calvin
Ramsey, Walt Frazier and Gary
Forbes for which she received the
“Concerned Women of Brooklyn
Award.”
    This remarkable public servant
spearheaded fundraising efforts at
both Woodhull and Bellevue for
the ACS Making Strides Against
Breast Cancer Walk; the ALA
Asthma Walk; the ADA “Step Out
Walk”; the NAMI Walk; and the
AIDS Walk, raising over $100,000.
Her success was a result of includ-
ing every department and empow-
ering her co-workers to become
team leaders and/or walkers — to
get involved and make a differ-
ence.
     In another effort to provide
medical services to the community,
Hunt arranged for professional
dancers at Women’s Heart Health
events and free dance lessons in
celebration of National Day of
Dance for Heart Health.  Thou-
sands benefited from free screen-
ings and free lessons in African
Dance, Swing, Latin, Hustle and
the Electric Slide.
    Hunt also romanced senior citi-
zens and put the spotlight on them
when she showcased a crowd
pleasing senior dance troupe “Mae
and the Jive Steppers” who dem-

onstrated that you’re never too
old to dance.  Music was featured
at each event and oftentimes in-
ternational singers and jazz musi-
cians are featured — for music is
the universal language that draws
participants into her events.
    Hunt’s creative juices are not
just limited to healthcare issues
as she feels that if one knows their
lineage than maybe they can trace
their health roots.  As a result, she
creatively linked healthcare and
ancestry by conducting geneal-
ogy workshops at Bellevue,
Cumberland, Woodhull, and many
other organizations.  It is her hope
that participants will successfully
trace their history and family
health patterns as prevention,
early detection and screenings can
possibly save lives and/or change
debilitating habits.  Hunt intro-
duced Story Corp. to Bellevue to
record and preserve the stories of
Bellevue’s staff and patients in an
effort to help commemorate
Bellevue’s oral history in the Li-
brary of Congress.
    Her efforts to strategically in-
corporate her creative talent as a
milliner to help cancer patients
and to commemorate National
Cancer Survivor’s Day, led to her
production of four of her well
known signature “Luncheon Hat
Fashion Shows” where she do-
nated hats to each participating

cancer survivor and gave them
modeling lessons before their
walk down the runway at the lun-
cheon for family and friends.  Her
milliner background stemmed from
the launch of “Ruth Hunt Associ-
ates” in 1988 — a millinery and
image consultant business that
traveled the eastern seaboard.
Known as the “Hat Lady”
throughout the tri-state area, Hunt
was featured in the Roanoke
Times; Jersey Journal; The Tri-
bune; and The Beaumont Times.
    One of Hunt’s fondest presen-
tations is Bellevue’s annual Black
History Program.  It is her desire
to heighten the awareness of the
many contributions made by Black
Americans and give staff and pa-
tients the opportunity to meet and
greet living legends such as the
daughter of Dr. Ubert Vincent, the
first Black doctor to study at
Bellevue in 1919; Dr. Muriel
Petioni, the late mother of medi-
cine in Harlem; Dr. Adelaide
Sanford, former NYS Regent;
Tuskegee Airmen Dabney Mont-
gomery and Wilfred DeFour; and
Susan Taylor, former editor-in-
chief, Essence Magazine.
    In recognition of her commit-
ment to service and humanity the
North Manhattan Alumnae Chap-
ter (NMAC) of Delta Sigma Theta
Sorority, Inc. will award her the
2012 physical and mental health
award for making an impact in the
borough of Manhattan at its 4th

annual scholarship dinner and
dance at the New York University
Kimmel Center, 60 Washington
Square South, NYC, Friday, May
18, 2012, 7:30 pm to midnight.
    The NMAC has awarded schol-
arships to Manhattan high school
students pursuing college educa-
tion.  Its scholarship program is
based on academic excellence, fi-
nancial need, and is awarded for a
four-year term.  Since its inception
NMAC has awarded over $150,000
to 30 recipients who have at-
tended over 25 colleges and uni-
versities throughout the United
States.
    On Saturday, May 19, 2012,
Hunt will receive the inaugural
“Champion of the African
Diaspora” award from Cheryl
Wills, New York State Commander,
Sons & Daughters of the United
States Colored Troops,  The
award will be presented to Hunt
during the “CandleLighting Cer-
emony for the United States Col-
ored Troops” in honor of the 150th
Anniversary of The Civil War at
the historic Faison Firehouse
Theater in Harlem (6 Hancock
Place, Harlem, New York), home of
Tony Award winning choreogra-
pher and actor George Faison who
will be present at the event.
    Hunt was chosen to receive this
award for her extraordinary re-
search and efforts in tracing Afri-
cans throughout the Diaspora.

The CandleLighting Ceremony is
being sponsored by The New York
Chapter of The Sons & Daughters
of the United States Colored
Troops.  The genealogy-based or-
ganization is chartered by the Afri-
can American Civil War Memorial
Freedom Foundation (AACWMFF)
to augment the foundation’s mission
to use the high visibility of the Na-
tional Monument’s  “The Spirit of
Freedom” where the names of 209,
143 U.S. Colored Troops are forever
etched.
    “Our goal is to change the way
American History is taught and to
motivate young people, especially
African-Americans, to build on the
legacy of their ancestors,” stated
Wills.  The festive event will be free
and open to the public and every-
one is welcome to invite their friends
and colleagues to share in what will
be a historic event that “we plan to
take to greater heights in the years
to come,” Wills added.
        In 1977, Alex Haley, Pulitzer
Prize winner, ”Godfather of African
American Genealogy”  awakened
the consciousness of people world-
wide and inspired  all races and
creeds to embark upon their own
personal journey to explore their
roots and interconnecting relation-
ships.
    Hunt was inspired by her father’s
love for family and storytelling re-
sulting in her inquiry about her an-
cestors.  She sat at the feet of her
elders and began documenting their
captivating stories.  It was then that
she became the family scribe.  Ten
years after the start of this work,
Hunt realizing a deeper spiritual
connection to the ancestors, had the
privilege of  meeting  Alex Haley who
further encouraged her in his own
words to “ Keep on Searching”  …
    It took twenty years, hundreds of
phone calls, letters and several trips
to Virginia, North Carolina, Las Ve-
gas and Washington, DC to put her
fragmented paternal family history
together.  Hunt’s Great Great Grand-
mother Adeline and her brother
Abraham Petty were slaves on the
prominent Colonel Benjamin Petty
plantation in Wilkes North Carolina.
    Adeline’s only brother Abraham
was a carriage driver for the Petty
girls.  However, when a daughter of
Colonel Petty married James Porter
of Rye Valley, Virginia, the Colonel
gave Adeline to his daughter
Joanna.  James Porter took both
Joanna and Adeline to his home in
Virginia.  Torn away from her brother
and mother Adeline left North Caro-
lina broken hearted and would re-
turn to her home land after the civil
war.
    During the final 12 months of the
Civil War Hunt’s Great, Great Uncle
Abraham Petty left Wilkes, NC with
Northern Troops as a slave and re-
turned a free man.  Petty served in
the 119th Regiment of the Colored

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 22)

Ruth D. Hunt
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(from Page 8)

An extraordinary Global African Diaspora summit slated for May 25

(from Page 6)

(from page 6)

sion in 2009, Ishimaru helped to
recover more than $370 million for
victims of workplace discrimina-
tion. As a commission member, he
also worked to protect the public
from unlawful discrimination and
harassment in all work situations,
such as hiring, firing, promotions,
training, wages and benefits.
     Ishimaru is a lawyer who also
served on the staff of the U.S.
House Judiciary Subcommittee on
Civil and Constitutional Rights,
two House Armed Services Sub-
committees (1984-1993), and as
Deputy Assistant Attorney Gen-
eral in the Civil Rights Division of
the U.S. Department of Justice
(1994-1991).
     Establishment of the Office of
Minority and Women Inclusion
was championed by California
Congresswomen Maxine Waters.
As a member of the House Finan-
cial Services Committee, her voice
and leadership in crafting Dodd-

Frank ensured that the specific con-
cerns of minorities, both as con-
sumers and small business owners,
would be a key part of the new Bu-
reau.
     As a result, in CFPB’s first re-
port to Congress that detailed the
first six months of operation, small
and disadvantaged businesses,
many of them minority-owned, were
awarded more than 21 percent of
its contract dollars.
     “The CFPB has done a lot since
July 2011 and as we near our one-
year anniversary, there is still much
to be done”, said Ishimaru. “Our
Office of Minority and Women In-
clusion will work to ensure that di-
versity and inclusion are more than
just considerations; they are defin-
ing standards for the work we do.”
To learn more about the Office of
Minority and Women Inclusion,
visit: www.consumerfinance.gov.
     Charlene Crowell is a communi-
cations manager with the Center for
Responsible Lending. She can be
reached at:
Charlene.crowell@responsiblelending.

(from page 4)

Consumer bureau

tory.
     While I, too, celebrated the
election of this country’s first Af-
rican-American president, with-
out substantive and measurable
policy outputs that benefit the
African American community, the
ethnic makeup of the president is
irrelevant.
     The community could take a
page from the American Israel
Public Affairs Committee

(AIPAC). Their sole mission is to
ensure that the foreign policy out-
puts of the US have a positive im-
pact on the state of Israel. It mat-
ters not to AIPAC who is in the
White House. Democrat or Repub-
lican, friend or foe, AIPAC is going
to insure that its message is heard
and interests are protected.
     In 1857 Fredrick Douglass said,
“Power concedes nothing without
a demand.” President Obama is the
one in power and the African
American community has failed to

demand from him the policy out-
puts it needs. If Romney wins,
what’s Plan B?
     Wilmer Leon is the producer/
host of the nationally broadcast
call-in talk radio program “Inside
the Issues with Wilmer Leon,” and
a Teaching Associate in the De-
partment of Political Science at
Howard University in Washing-
ton, D.C. Go to
www.wilmerleon.com or email:
w j l 3 u s @ y a h o o . c o m .
www.twitter.com/drwleon

If Obama loses, what’s Plan B?

ate school environments that are
welcoming and nurturing—
”classrooms where equality and
justice are not just taught, but
lived.”
     Teaching Tolerance’s goal is to
help teachers prepare the next
generation to live in our already
diverse world and nation. This is
a goal we all need to share and
pursue with urgency. Children of
color will be the majority in 2019—
just seven years from now.
Whether we’re prepared to cel-
ebrate our children of color or
meet them with fear and hatred
will shape their futures and
America’s future.
    As frightening as the rise in hate

groups is, the truth is that there
are still millions more Americans
who don’t condone hatred or big-
otry and never will. Their voices
need to speak up and be heard—
in our families, schools, faith con-
gregations, communities, political
and media life. We need to have
candid conversations about race,
confront racial profiling, and pro-
mote racial healing right now.
     The Children’s Defense Fund
will be doing just that and promot-
ing the urgent need for racial heal-
ing at our national conference in
Cincinnati, beginning July 22. In
this political year our candidates
need to be careful what they say.
Divisive rhetoric to win office to-
day could portend a much greater
loss for all of us tomorrow. The

Southern Poverty Law Center’s
report is a reminder that we can’t
be complacent, wink at or keep si-
lent while hate groups and lan-
guage take root and flourish
around us. We must make ugly
words designed to demean or dis-
respect any human being unac-
ceptable in our presence and na-
tional life.
     Marian Wright Edelman is
president of the Children’s De-
fense Fund whose Leave No Child
Behind® mission is to ensure ev-
ery child a Healthy Start, a Head
Start, a Fair Start, a Safe Start
and a Moral Start in life and suc-
cessful passage to adulthood with
the help of caring families and
communities. For more informa-
tion go to: childrensdefense.org.

Hate groups need to be confronted
cannot change its position on cli-
mate change without taking a huge
hit to campaign coffers.
    Strangely, the more climate
change evidence has become ir-
refutable, the more Republican
politicians have entrenched
against it, and the shriller their
position has become. With 97 per-
cent of all scientists now saying
that global warming is happening
and human-caused, according to
the National Academy of Sci-

ences, and with the weather prov-
ing out that assertion, the die is
cast.
    It could prove a long hot sum-
mer – and century – for Red State
Republicans heading home to cam-
paign with constituents whose
lives are being made miserable, and
whose economic fortunes are be-
ing ruined, by scorching tempera-
tures, drought, deluge, and waves
of tornadoes.
     Blue Ridge Press senior editor
Glenn Scherer lives in Vermont.
©Blue Ridge Press 2012.

The GOP’s Achilles heel

ing goodwill towards the U.S.
throughout across sub-Saharan
Africa.
     Unfortunately, the Third Coun-
try Fabric Provision’s window
closes on September 30. If it is
allowed to expire, hundreds of
thousands of African workers (on
average, 70-80 percent women)
will be left to fend for themselves.
Even now, factories across Africa
are shedding jobs left and right,
because U.S. retailers place their
orders months in advance and
there is grave concern over Con-
gress’ ability renew the provision.
If the situation continues, virtu-
ally all apparel trade with Africa
will grind to a halt even before
the September cutoff and the U.S.
will lose significant credibility as
a reliable partner in the eyes of
Africa’s leaders. If we cease be-

ing a reliable partner, I have no
doubt they will find one elsewhere.
     All of this begs the question:
Why isn’t renewing the Third
Country Fabric Provision a higher
priority for Congress? Not a single
constituent group from the U.S.
private sector or civil society op-
poses this provision. To the con-
trary, the U.S. Chamber of Com-
merce and numerous industry
groups have already written count-
less letters to Congress urging an
extension of this legislation. . Nor
is it a matter of international com-
petitive pressure – compared to the
national exports of Vietnam,
Bangladesh, or Cambodia, the sum
of all of sub-Saharan Africa’s ex-
ports is a mere drop in the bucket.
     Even though the Third Country
Fabric Provision’s renewal has
broad, bipartisan support in both
the House and Senate, it is simply
getting lost in the cracks amid Elec-

tion Year squabbles over who
makes the first move, and whether
the measure will become a “pile
on” for other, completely unre-
lated measures.
     Two hundred thousand Afri-
can jobs, it seems, are being held
hostage by procedural dysfunc-
tion.
     The man in the river is drown-
ing, and our lawmakers are check-
ing their Blackberries to see if
someone else will throw the rope
first.
     Melvin P. Foote is the founder,
president and CEO of the Con-
stituency for Africa (CFA), a
Washington, D.C.-based educa-
tion and policy advocacy organi-
zation in support of Africa’s de-
velopment. Foote has more than
35 years continuous high-level
engagement on Africa and African
Diaspora development issues in
the United States and in Africa.

(from Page 7)

Congress is drowning African jobs

would then serve as a basic law
guiding the program and its effec-
tive implementation.
    The First Extra-Extra Ordinary
Session of the Assembly of Heads
of State and Government of the
African Union held in Addis
Ababa, Ethiopia, in January 2003
adopted a Protocol on Amend-
ment to the Constitutive Act which
invited the African Diaspora to
participate in the building and de-
velopment of the Union and the
continent as a symoblic 6th Re-
gion of Africa.
     According to the Deputy Chair-

person of the African Union Com-
mission, Ambassador Erastus
Mwencha, speaking during the AU/
Black Mayors meeting in New
York, “Our expectation is that the
Global Diaspora Summit would
come out with a Magna Carta or
fundamental law for the Diaspora
Program but the real task would
begin immediately after in the imple-
mentation of its outcomes and
legacy projects for development.
Thus the Outcome document that
our leaders will adopt will come
back to us as a framework for imple-
mentation.
    That implementation effort will
require mass mobilization to enable

its achievement and your role as
the first base of the elected Afri-
can leadership within the African
Diaspora within the United States
will place you at the vanguard of
these efforts.”
    And according to Dr. Jinmi
Adisa, director of the Citizens and
Diasporate Directorate of the Af-
rican Union Commission, who
said that “the Diaspora project
was designed to rebuild the glo-
bal African family,” and referring
to the deputy chairperson’s re-
mark about the “Magna Carta or
fundamental law,” mentioned
some legacy projects that would
be undertaken after the Summit,

including but not limited to, Afri-
can Institute of Remittances, the
African Diaspora Volunteer Corps,
and a Diaspora Market Place.

    The chairman of the African
Union, Benin’s President Yayi Boni,
who was elected last January, 2012,
will chair the event.

taken hostage during that attack
but were later released.
     Ethiopian government spokes-
man Shimeles Kemal said the army
units involved had returned to
camp after “successfully complet-
ing” their mission.
     He claimed Eritrea is harboring
“hit-and-run terrorists”, and he
warned of further possible opera-
tions.

     “As long as Eritrea remains a
launching pad for attacks against
Ethiopia, similar measures will con-
tinue to be taken,” he said.
     Ethiopia is also engaged in mili-
tary operations in neighboring So-
malia, where it is fighting the Islam-
ist al-Shabab group.
     Eritrea denies accusations that
it backs al-Shabab.
     Eritrea was annexed by Ethiopia
in 1962 but gained independence
in 1993 after a 30-year guerrilla war.

(from Page 8)

Ethiopia

cultural agency, says Timbuktu is
the location of three great
mosques dating back to the 14th
century, as well 16 cemeteries and
mausoleums.
     Founded in the 12th Century,
Timbuktu became wealthy at the
nexus of important trading routes
for salt and gold, reaching its apo-
gee in the 15th and 16th centu-
ries.  It became a major intellectual
and religious centre, and still
houses tens of thousands of
manuscripts, some dating back
centuries.

     Rebels demanding indepen-
dence for a Tuareg homeland and
fighters of Ansar Dine, which is
said to be linked to al-Qaeda, took
advantage of the chaos that fol-
lowed the March coup to overrun
the northern half of Mali.
     The coup leaders in Bamako said
they had toppled President
Amadou Toumani Toure because
he failed to give sufficient support
to troops battling Tuareg rebels in
the north.
Under international pressure, they
later handed back power to a civil-
ian government, but remain influ-
ential.

(from Page 8)

Mali Islamist militants
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    “The Avengers” is the sixth
installment in the Marvel Cin-
ematic Universe franchise
launched in 2008 with “Iron
Man,” and followed by “The In-
credible Hulk,” “Iron Man 2,”
“Thor” and “Captain America.”
What makes this adventure
unique is that it’s the first in the
series to revolve around a team
of comic book superheroes.
     The actors playing those title
characters reprise their roles with
the exception of Edward Norton
who has been replaced as The
Hulk by (Mark Ruffalo).  Other-

By Kam Williams
Movie Critic

wise, we again have (Chris
Hemsworth) as Thor (Robert
Downey, Jr.), as Iron Man and
(Chris Evans) as Captain America.
The film also features the return of
(Jeremy Renner) as Hawkeye and
of (Scarlett Johansson) as Black
Widow, who appeared in “Thor”
and “Iron Man 2,” respectively.
     Since we’ve already met all the
members of  “The Avengers,” di-
rector Josh Whedon doesn’t have
to waste time familiarizing us with
their unique abilities. Instead, the
plot unfolds right on the heels of
the post-closing credits scene of
the previous sequel which had
Nick Fury (Samuel L. Jackson) omi-
nously enlisting the assistance of
Captain America for a dangerous
mission with global ramifications.
     So, it’s no surprise that, at this
picture’s point of departure, we
find Fury assembling “The Aveng-
ers.”  After all, as the director of

the top secret espionage agency,
S.H.I.E.L.D. (an acronym for Stra-
tegic Home Intervention, Enforce-
ment and Logistics Division), it is
his job to protect humanity, espe-
cially from a diabolical villain bent
on world domination.
     In this case, that would be
Thor’s evil, presumably-exiled
brother, Loki (Tom Hiddleston),
who has managed not only to es-
cape from an outer space abyss on
Asgard but has gotten his hands
on the Tesseract, a cosmic cube
containing the key to limitless, sus-
tainable energy. With Loki en
route to Earth, it falls to Fury to
plan a coordinated defense of the
planet.
     That task proves easier said
than done, since it calls for coop-
eration among individualistic su-
perheroes with fragile egos who
aren’t used to sharing the limelight.
Thus, we are treated to pre-show-
down posturing when Iron Man
teases Thor about both his accent
and costume by asking, “Doth
mother know thy wear her drapes?”
Or when he sarcastically compli-
ments Dr. Bruce Banner (a/k/a The
Hulk) by saying, “I’m a big fan of
how you lose control and turn into
a giant green monster.”
     Of course, such witty banter
subsides in favor of camaraderie

once Loki arrives with his army
of alien warriors called Chitauri.
Each Avenger’s talent comes in
handy, of course, during the en-
suing, eye-grabbing fight se-
quences, including Hawkeye’s
bow-and-arrow, Thor’s hammer,
Captain America’s shield, and so
forth.
     Between a sophisticated script
and thrill-a-minute special effects,

By Nadine Matthews
Guest Scribe

     Playwright/director Marcus
Dargan just ended the run of his
two act play “Dream Deferred” at
the 133rd Street Arts Center in
Harlem.  Although still fairly young,
Dargan, a graduate of Fiorello
LaGuardia High School of Music
and Performing Arts shows great
promise.
     The play, a series of mono-
logues, explores the controversial
topic of gentrification from the per-
spective of a number of residents
of a Harlem apartment building.
What Dargan’s play exposes is the
sense of overwhelming fear and
powerlessness felt by many of
Harlem’s denizens as they saw the
day to day changes to their neigh-
borhood; changes they had no say
in bringing about.
      The monologues touched on a
myriad of related issues including
residents’ relationships with the
police and their new neighbors and
left the viewer wondering what
perhaps, their own monologues
may have sounded like.
    Unlike the characters in the play
who had definite feelings about
the changes it is easy to believe
that others may have had seriously
conflicting feeling about moving
into the often disparaged neigh-
borhood.
     The play also dealt with iden-
tity and how your neighborhood
figures into the creation of your
personal identity. The question
arises, when you lose your neigh-
borhood, do you lose a part of

Flick Chat

Superheroes unite to save planet

“The Avengers” smashed box-office records this past weekend with a
$200.3 million debut ticket sales in United States theaters.

Review

‘Dream Deferred’ ends run
with resounding success

yourself? How do you deal with
that sense of loss? Each of the
actors played two different char-
acters and delivered solid, thor-
oughly engaging performances

with award winner Johnnie Mae be-
ing the most powerful of all.
    Dargan is now gearing up to
present his next project “Antichrist
Lament” this summer.

“The Avengers” easily adds up to
the best Marvel Comics screen ad-
aptation yet. A remarkable treat
which only serves to ramp-up audi-
ence expectations for the vaunted
franchise’s next offering, “Iron Man
3.  Excellent (4 stars).  Rated PG-
13 for intense violence and a drug
reference.  Running time: 142 min-
utes.  Distributor: Walt Disney Pic-
tures.
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WHAT’S GOING ON

By Victoria Horsford

    NY media is starting to cover
the players in this year’s NY elec-
tion cycle.
    Cable tv news, NY1’s Errol
Louis who hosts Inside City Hall,
has had  NYC Councilman
Charles Barron and  NYS Assem-
blyman Hakeem Jeffries, Con-
gressman Charles Rangel, Clyde
Williams as guests, on separate
occasions. They will oppose each
other for a Brooklyn congres-
sional seat.   On Sunday, May 6 at
11 am, WABC-TV invited Clyde
Williams, Craig Schley and  Joyce
Johnson, all of whom will chal-
lenge Congressman Rangel, to
discuss their vision and agenda
for the CD 13. They were well in-
formed and impressive.  WABC
host said that Congressman
Rangel and  Adriano Espaillat
were invited to participate but
their offices never RSVP’d.
DNAInfo.com reports that
Hizzoner Bloomberg and Presi-
dent Obama are not making any
endorsements re:  NY’s 13th Con-
gressional District  primary race.

HARLEM, USA
    IMAGENATION will host a
FUN’RAISER celebration for the
launch of its Soul Cinema Café, a
venue which will showcase works
by progressive Black Filmmakers
and artists, and of its official
website"
cinema@imagenation.us.  Soul
Cinema Café is located at 2031
Adam Clayton Boulevard, be-
tween 121/122 Streets, where the
FUN’RAISER will be held on Fri-
day, May 11 where food by
SoulFixins.com; drinks;  and mu-
sic will be served by DJ Stormin’
Norma, Sundea Sermon, DJ
Lumumba.  Live performances are
part of the mix. Admission is $25,
which includes a free member-
ship.  The fun begins at 9 pm. For
more info, visit imagenation.us. I
predict that it will be one of
Harlem’s hottest
Cultural venues.
    Vy Higginsen, impresario
extraordinaire, creator of  musical
theater masterwork, “Mama, I
Want To Sing” adds yet another
feather to her achievement cap.
She  launched  her new music la-
bel, Harlem Records NYC, effec-
tive May 8,  with the release  of a
collection of Cissy Houston’s
gospel songs titled WALK ON BY
FAITH, four tracks arranged by
the Dr. Houston, which includes
titles like  “Walk On By Faith,”
“It’s In My Heart,”  “Living Shall
Not Be In Vain. For more informa-
tion, visit:
www.harlemrecordsnyc.com.
     After being inundated with
emails about the imminent demise
of the Dwyer Cultural Center, I
called Voza Rivers, one of its
founders and Harlem’s culture
czar for an answer.
     Voza assured me that all that’s
going on is reorganization.
     Everyone is talking about the
new kid on the Harlem block, the

Promotional Alliance of Harlem
(PAH) a consortium of  business
groups -  the 125 Street Business
Improvement District (BID); the
Harlem Business Alliance, HBA;
Harlem Park to Park; and Aloft
Harlem Hotel. Formed to utilize
strategic collaborative and cross
promotional efforts to support and
showcase Harlem’s rich business
and cultural destinations,  PAH’s
membership is not fee based and it
represents more than 1000 area
businesses. The PAH is also
aligned with the American Perform-
ing Arts Collective APAC, co-
founded by Tony Awardee George
Faison and Tad Schnugg at the
Faison Firehouse where  many of
the PAH promotional events will
be held..

EDUCATION/CAREER OPS
     Councilwoman Inez Dickens
and the NYC Council’s Black, and
Latino and Asian Caucuses co
sponsor  THE EMPLOYMENT &
SMALL BUSINESS OPPORTUNI-
TIES EXPO, an event open to the
public, at the New Balance Track
& Field Center, Fort Washington
Avenue Armory on the Hudson,
216 Ft. Washington Avenue, Man-
hattan, on Saturday, May 19, from
11 – 2 pm.  Registration  necessary
by 5/9. Call Safiya Raheem at
212.788.7397 . Expo content: power
Hour Sessions/NYC Training Grant
Programs;
     Small Business Fundamentals;
Business Plan Development; Fi-
nance, Fads and Fiction and more)
      Are you considering a career
change or  job hunting? Want to
revise your resume. Then, head to
the NYPL.  Career Coach Win
Sheffield offers series of talks, ev-
ery other  Wednesday at 1 pm,
through mid July, at the Hamilton
Grange branch of the NY Public
Library, located at  West 145 Street,
between Amsterdam and Broad-
way.  Talks are part of a NYC Pub-
lic Library initiative to push re-
sources to local branches. The
Sheffield series is the brainchild on
Hamilton Grange librarian Carol
Small who should be contacted at
carolsmall@nypl.org for the
Sheffield schedule. Visit him at
winsheffield.com.

ARTS/CULTURE STUFF
      Dr. Brian K. Perkins, Director of
Urban Education Leaders Program
Teachers College , Columbia Uni-
versity has joined the film punditry
with his review of the documen-
tary,  BULLY, a 90 minute roller
coaster of life in America.  Profes-
sor Perkins observes. “The film
has the potential to serve as an
important start to a long overdue
conversation.” He points one of
the fingers of blame at “well inten-
tioned, but ill-prepared leaders who
respond to complaints and pleas
from parents with ineffective strat-
egies.” He likes film candor in talk-
ing with victims, family survivors
of bullied victims and its focus on
the causes of this pathology.  Dr.
Perkins is keen interest in the sub-
ject because so many of the stu-
dents with whom he interfaces will
have to deal with this matter as
educator. For his review in its en-
tirety, email bp58@columbia.edu to
request a copy.
      Just reading the its cover lines,
“Whitney Houston, Special Inves-

tigation, THE LONG SAD ROAD
TO ROOM 434 by Mark Seal;
“Young Obama In Love: A
Girlfriend’s Secret Diary” by
David Maraniss, a serialization of
his soon-to-be- published biog-
raphy about Barack Obama which
references romances with white
girlfriends,  Alex McNair and
Geneveieve Cook, circa 1980s;
and CAN OPRAH GET HER
GROOVE BACK,  a survey piece

about celebrities and bumps in
their roads,  I thought that it was
leafing through  the latest issue
of Ebony.  No, these are a few of
the stories which fill VANITY
FAIR’S Magazine’s  June issue.
Oh, I forgot, there is a short piece
re: 2012 as the centennial of late
renaissance man,  filmmaker,
writer, photographer Gordon
Parks Sr.
Issue is chock full of info.

      Last month F2FA - FACE 2 FACE
AFRICA - a print magazine which
rebrands Africa globally and which
provides a platform for Africans to
tell their own stories. was launched.
Face2FaceAfrica is the brainchild of
Ghanaian Buppie Isaac Boateng, who
is corporation’s CEO/Publisher. Visit:
FACE2FACEAfrica.com.

PEOPLE IN THE NEWS
       New York Times Op-Ed writer and
frequent cable tv commentation
CHARLES BLOW   joins the roster of
honorees at the 47th NYUL Frederick
Douglass Awards Dinner at the Man-
darin Oriental Hotel on May  16. For
more info, visit www.nyul.org.
        NY Beacon Society and Lifestyle
editor/writer Audrey Bernard will be
honored by WBLS-FM Radio and  the
Café Mocha Radio Show, who will co-
host the 2nd Annual Celebrating
Women Making a Difference Brunch,
on June 16 from 10 am to 1 pm. Café
Mocha continuously helps raise the
consciousness and  awareness of
women power on national platforms.
      Dr, Condoleeza Rice, former Presi-
dent George Bush’s National Secu-
rity Advisor, then US Secretary of
State is allegedly on the GOP short
list for VEEP  consideration. Why?
      What is running through the GOP
brain trust. Who does she bring to
the table? More white conservatives.
I do not get it!
       Congrats to Dr. Henry Miller ,
writer, director theatre scholar who is
the recipient of the Red Harlem’s Jerry
Readers Award for his trailblazing
book “THEORIZING BLACK THE-
ATRE 1898-1965.”
MAY DATES
       American grand dame of  theatre
and film, Ruby Dee,  performs in a
one-woman spoken word show at the
Apollo Theater, on Mother’s Day,
May 13.
       The Juneteenth Legacy Theatre
presents its Second Annual Juneteenth
Festival of Plays NYC, from May 16-
20, at the Workshop Jewel Theatre
located at 312 West 36 Street Man-
hattan.  Play titles  “Dakasa: A Civil
Rights Tribute in Song;” “Quincy’s
Ghost;” “Mama’s Laundry Starch;”
“Gra’Ma Say;” “On The Cusp;” “Suc-
cession;” “Make History Again:
Fighting Shirley Chisolm.”   For play
dates and calendar of events, call
212.868.4444.
       Arts Horizon LeRoy Neiman Art
Center hosts its ARTS SPLASH
fundraiser, at 2785 Frederick Douglass
Boulevard at 148 Street, Harlem,  on
Friday, May, 18, from 6 – 9 pm. The
Gala honorees are Mayor David
Dinkins, NYS First Lady  Michele
Paige, Delroy Lino and Sylvia
Woods.  Paterson. The elegant
evening includes cocktails an art ex-
hibition and auction, showcasing the
works of visual artists LeRoy Neiman,
Betty Blayton, Leroy Campbell, Bryan
Collier, Johns Herz, Omo Misha, Tomo
Mori, Donovan Nelson, Gerd Stern,
Tafa, and  Scott Benjamin Tucker.
Tickets are $125. For more info, call
212.268.7219 or visit:
neimancenterevents.org.
    The Trinidad and Tobago Folk
Arts Institute honors 9  New York
based steel band pioneers, many of
them dating back to the 50s in Harlem,
at Brooklyn’s Tropical Paradise Ball-
room, on May 18.
     A management consultant, Victoria
Horsford is also a NY based colum-
nist and pop culture historian.
victoriahorsford@yahoo.com

Ruby Dee

Charles Blow

Vy Higginsen
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By Don Thomas

NNPA  Award Winner

Entertainment

Compiled By Don Thomas

     “The Gershwins’ Porgy
and Bess,” now playing at the
Richard Rodgers Theatre has
rece ived  10  Tony  Award
nominations including “Best
Revival of a Musical. The
play begins with the sounds
of a mother singing a lullaby
to her new born baby, in a
Catfish Row marketplace sur-
rounding.
   The amazing women in the
company of the production
find time to do the craft they
love eight times a week, while
being full time mothers off
the stage.
     With the celebration of
Mother ’s  Day on Sunday,
May 13, 2012, cast members
share their heartwarming sto-
ries regarding motherhood
and the joy of family life.
    Some of the mothers in the
show include NaTasha Yvette
Williams (her twins actually
played the baby in the pro-
duction during its run at the
American Repertory Theatre),
and Alicia Hall Moran, (who
has twin 4 year old boys)
     Tony Award winning star

Audra McDonald is a mom
who commutes and Suzan-
Lori Parks (Pulitzer Prize win-
ning playwright) is adopting a
son.
    Diane Paulus (Porgy and
Bess director) says, “One of
the great joys of working in
the theater for me is that I can
share my work with my chil-
dren.  My two daughters know
everything about what I do.
They  come to  rehearsa l s ,
watch performances, and know
their way around backstage.
    “As a director, I always en-
courage a family atmosphere
during rehearsal.  I appreciate
how hard it is to juggle work
and kids, so I always want to
support the mother’s effort.
    In “Porgy and Bess,” the
show is about community.   So
it was only natural to embrace
the extended family of our
cast ,  which included many
working parents with kids.”
    “The Gershwins’ Porgy
and Bess” is a stunning new
staging, featuring such clas-
sic arrangements as “Summer-
time,” “It Ain’t Necessarily
So,” and “I  Got Plenty Of
Nothing.

    Each day it becomes ex-
tremely evident and crystal
clear——that our mothers
need to be praised and hon-
ored, each day and not just
once a year.
    Each day it becomes easier
and easier for all to see——
that motherhood is a full time
occupation, job and responsi-
bility.
     Each day, the sacrifices of
mothers get glossed over and
supplanted.
    Each day working mothers
find themselves stressed out,
driven crazy and taken for
granted.  Each day myriad of
chores, tasks, and roles moth-

ers take on unselfishly.
      Of times with nary a word of
appreciation, gratitude, praise
or thanks——from their own
family.  Mothers are entitled to
roses, gifts, acknowledgement
and praise.  From the child or
children they give their lives,
time, money, resources, energy to
feed, clothe, educate and raise.
    Each day you live— it should
become abundantly clear, that
Black men and women must
honor their mothers consistently
throughout the year.
You do not have to be brilliant,
bright, college or university
educated to see, that without the
lessons, struggles, wisdom, per-

severance and commitment of
Black mothers———we’d still
be in slavery.
      Each day in America it be-
comes plain to see—that the
greatest gift we can give our
mothers is a hundred percent
reduction in violence, Black on
Black crime, cursing and pro-
fanity.
      Each day Black mothers
against all odds do their best
and their God-given part.  They
should never, ever, ever be re-
warded with disrespect or a
broken-heart.
    Each day our mothers want
to scream and shout———
“that they brought us in this

Introducing

The mothers of ‘Porgy and Bess’ Catfish Row

Actress/singer Andrea Jones-Sojola and her adorable daughter Zani.  “It’s obvious that I’m at the
theater most of my waking hours. Keeping that in mind, it makes my time with Zani more focused and
filled with kisses, hugs and laughter.  Oh, and let’s not forget the time spent picking up Cheerios off the
back seat of my car!  She really is my joy and I’m honored to be her mama,” said Andrea.

Poetry Corner

A Mother’s Day poem

Each Day…..
world and they can take us out.”
      Each day, our mothers give
us knowledge, advice, experi-
ence, insights, scripture, and
survival tools.  Lesson #1 from
all Black mothers is, “that they
ain’t raising no thugs, gangstas,
players, pimps or fools.”
     If your mother is alive to-
day——thank her in person for
all the good that she sent your
way.  If  your mother is de-
ceased————if you were
raised by a granny, your auntie
or dad——let them all know that
you are appreciative, thankful
and glad.  It should become
abundantly clear—that Black
men and women must honor their

mothers consistently through-
out the year.
     Each day it becomes increas-
ingly clear.
    That Black mothers and
Black women in general must be
respected each and every day —
—AND NOT JUST ONCE A
YEAR———Now is the time to
stop———reflect————re-
member————and pause to
give our mothers a standing
ovation and a round of ap-
plause.
    Written By Dennis Rahiim
Watson...........president/ceo the
national Black youth leader-
ship
 councilny......successdrw@yahoo.com
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Anguilla Literary
Jollification Festival

Tropical Island of Anguilla to host first
annual Lit Fest: A Literary Jollification

BOOKIN’ IT with Lifestyles & Society Editor Audrey J. Bernard

    The tropical Caribbean para-
dise of Anguilla is pleased to an-
nounce the first annual Anguilla
Lit Fest: A Literary
Jollification. This auspicious
five-day event taking place from
May 24-28, 2012 will be a celebra-
tion of literature, arts and culture
featuring an eclectic variation of
noteworthy authors from the
Caribbean and Abroad.
    The book bash will also in-
clude exclusive author readings,
informative workshops, empow-

tured authors include Stephanie
Stokes Oliver, Patricia Adams,
Marva Allen, and Dwayne Adams.
    The Anguilla Lit Fest was con-
ceptualized as a means of celebrat-
ing Anguilla’s literary heritage and
is seen as a catalyst for visitor ar-
rivals during the summer shoulder
period. Visitors from the USA,
Canada and The Caribbean are ex-
pected to be on island for the four-
day event, which will feature a wel-
come cocktail party, breakfast and
lunch presentations, special ses-
sions with the authors and fun-
filled evening soirees. Participants
will also be given a full day to cre-
ate their personal Anguilla Experi-

    Noted economist, historian,
author and playwright Marcel
Fahie writes that through the
Jollification, “We helped each
other with the construction of our
homes.  Mutual aid and assis-
tance in the form of free labour
was also employed to build com-
munity facilities, access roads to
and from isolated parts of vil-
lages, church buildings, commu-
nity halls and playing fields.  The
spirit and elements of the
jollification survive to this day in
various forms.  Most notable is
the contribution of our time and
effort to furthering the programs
of our religious and charitable or-

make the Anguilla Literary Festi-
val a reality, and for that we ex-
tend our sincere thanks and ap-
preciation.”
    Special packages for the event
are being offered by Anguilla’s
leading accommodation establish-
ments, including Paradise Cove
Resort’s “Lit Talk Anguilla” pack-
age; Cuisinart Golf Resort & Spa’s
“Invitation to Exhale with Terry
McMillan” package; Little
Butterfly’s “Lit Talk Anguilla”
package; Anguilla Great House
presents “Great Anguilla Lit Talk”
package; and Anacaona Boutique
Hotel’s “Book Binder Girls Get-
away” package.

the island to attend the Lit Fest. Sim-
ply contact the Immigration Depart-
ment at immigration@gov.ai to sub-
mit a request for permission to en-
ter without visa, along with a copy
of your passport details, flight in-
formation and place of stay while
on the island.
    Address your request to
Laureen Bryan, Chief Immigration
Officer.  Registration Fee: US
$150.00 (Includes signature events,
panel discussions and shuttle to
conference venue). Subject to
change without notice.  For addi-
tional information on the Island, see
page 19.  (Photos coursety The
Britto Agency)

ering panel discussions and
other specially-tailored activities.
The festival will present the first
annual Fountain Award to an in-
dividual who, like its namesake,
represents a valuable, lasting lit-
erary expression of pride, cour-
age and independent spirit.
    Headlining the Anguilla Lit
Fest will be Terry McMillan, edi-
tor, screenwriter, professor and
award-winning author of “Wait-
ing to Exhale,” “How Stella Got
Her Groove Back,” “Getting to
Happy,” and “It’s OK if You’re
Clueless: and 23 More Tips for
the College Bound.”  McMillan
will be joined by esteemed law-

yer, activist and author Randall
Robinson (“The Debt”) of the USA
who now resides in St. Kitts;
award-winning author (“The Con-
versation”) and actor Hill Harper
(“CSI: NY” ); and film, TV producer
and author Crystal McCrary (“In-
spiration”).
    Also joining this stellar lineup of
literary celebrities are author Sheryl
Lee Ralph of the USA; Malaika
Adero, VP, senior editor of Atria/
Simon & Schuster in New York
City; Lasana Sekou, poet, author,
publisher of House of Nehesi Pub-
lishers in St. Martin; David Carty,
Anguillian historian, film-maker and
author; author Marie-Elena John
of Antigua and the USA.  Other fea-

ence or to reconnect with their in-
dividual creative muse.
    The name of the festival speaks
to a very important facet of
Anguilla’s cultural heritage–the
Jollification.  Rhona Richardson,
a member of the Anguilla Com-
munity Foundation explains the
concept of the Jollification as “a
getting together of people to
share and help neighbors.”  This
was done through the hoeing
(plowing) and planting of ground
(fields), all against the backdrop
of men working together, women
cooking, and children playing,
while the work was carried out
free of cost, with much laughter,
singing and “jollification.”

ganizations.”
    Speaking about the organiza-
tion of the Literary Festival, Di-
rector of Tourism Candis Niles
states, “This festival could not
have been staged without the
Anguilla Jollification approach.
Through the assistance, support
and sharing of the Ministry of
Social Development, the Anguilla
Tourist Board, the Anguilla Social
Security Board, Paradise Cove
Resort & Conference Centre,
Cuisinart Golf Resort & Spa,
DaVida’s Restaurant, and our part-
ners from the business sector,
Coral Reef Bookstore, Merchants’
Market and Tropical Flower Dis-
tributors, we have been able to

    The Travel Channel praises
Anguilla for having one of the ‘Top
10 Caribbean Beaches,’ of unrivaled
sandy shores and picturesque
burnt-orange sunsets while Vogue
magazine calls Anguilla “Perfect.”
    Flights can be arranged on Ameri-
can Airlines, Jet Blue, USAirways,
United Airlines and Continental Air-
ways through San Juan, Puerto
Rico or St. Martin with onward con-
necting flights or ferry into
Anguilla; or on regional carriers
LIAT and Winair via Antigua.
    The Anguilla Lit Fest Commit-
tee is pleased to announce that visi-
tors from the Caribbean who nor-
mally require a visa may be granted
a visa waiver to permit entry into

Crystal McCrary Randall Robinson Terry McMillan Hill Harper
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By Vinette K. Pryce
Contributing Scribe

     KINGSTON, JAMAICA -
The second annual staging of
a cultural  assembly bil led
“Kingston Pon Di River” paid
tribute to Jamaica’s milestone
50th anniversary year of inde-
pendence; hailed the capital
city’s 140th anniversary and re-
introduced an African aspect
of Jamaica’s culture previously
ignored or shunned at main-
stream celebrations and heri-
tage festivals.
     The literary, arts and music
festival held at Boone Hall last
week featured The St. Thomas
Revival Band, a group that
were neither promoted nor an-
nounced on the billing.  To end
an evening of drumming by
Cuban and Jamaican musi-
cians, organizers topped off
the moonlit gathering with a
ceremony usually reserved for
believers and practitioners of
a religion paying homage to Af-
rica, the regarded Holy Land
of Pocomania.
      Following an instrumental
musical feast from the drum-

mers, a procession of men,
women and children dressed in
red, white and blue emerged
from the dark, grassy, hillside
setting into the light of the
moon where awe-struck pa-
trons watched with curiosity.
      With heads tied to fashion
a turban, their red, plaid, ban-
dana fabric represented the
national cloth and signified a
unity between religion and
country.
    The members of the group
seemed entranced by their mu-
sic as they walked to a white
tent where a long table prepared
an altar and became the central
focus for what ensued as a spir-
ited, ritualistic, revival cer-
emony.
     “The Indians share their
culture; the Chinese, Syrians
and Jews too, we as Jamaicans
should embrace our total heri-
tage,” Dollis Campbell, one of
the three promoters represent-
ing Dynamic Event Services
said.   It was at her urging that
the Morant Bay, Yallahs-based
church group found a welcom-
ing audience at the riverside,
weekend fest.

      Far from somber, the seri-
ous worshippers proved to be
missionaries of their faith, an-
cestry and country.  Without
engaging recruitment tactics to
patrons, they impressed a num-
ber of guests who remained riv-
eted until the midnight end of
the ceremony.
      Dressed similarly to a Ro-
man Catholic Pope, his head to
feet ceremonial dress distin-
guished him from his congre-
gation and other religious be-
lievers in the group. “People
think we are about obeah…but
we l ight  candles,  s ing and
praise our Lord…that’s all we
do,” Pastor Jonathan Williams
sa id .   To  see  the  way he
sprayed mouthfuls of water or
liquor into the air can only be
described as artistic and per-
haps akin to rituals performed
in Brazil or Haiti.
     He seemed to direct the mo-
tions of the lively, musical re-
vivalists who segued from each
song singing the gospel of
their faith.  They employed the
tenets of the festival to deliver
literature, art and music to an
audience perhaps un-familiar
with their mode of worship.
    Allegedly rooted in West Af-
rican traditions, revivalist cul-
ture is mostly regarded as an
underground rel igious r i te
practiced by a segment of the
society known as Pocoma-
nianians.
    The authentic Afro-Christian
religious folk form evolved
during the eighteenth to nine-
teenth century and was re-
garded in traditional religious
circles as a vehicle of rebellion
in colonial times. Pocomania
reportedly emerged during the
1860s in churches which exu-
berantly fused African and
Protestant performance styles,
images, and traditions.   The

ritual meeting involved prayers,
dances, and rhythmic drum-
ming.  Participants often go into
a trance.
      However, on the Saturday
night that celebrated the 140th

anniversary of the capital, Car-
ibbean city,  an abbreviated
ritual minus magic offered a
glimpse into Jamaica’s African
ancestral tradition.   A long table
filled with fruits of every kind,
Duck bread (special ceremonial
dough) colored candles, flow-
ers, and beverages formed the
central focus of attention.
     Ceremoniously staged to
thank the ancestors for grant-
ing powers of healing and life,
the gifts to the spirits are later
shared among a congregation.
Each colored candle allegedly
represented a significant aspect
of the ceremony.
     For first-time witnesses it
was the candles that captivated
the most attention when the
preacher indicated that when lit,
they could be the vehicle to
goodwill and hoped-for wishes.
    Individuals voluntarily lit
particular candles they hoped
will provide fulfillments the pas-
tor allegedly relayed to ances-
tors. A number of prior skeptics
and cynics allayed their fears
and proceeded to the altar in
order to seek positive entice-
ments.
     “This is my first time seeing
this. I always associated them
with voodoo and witchcraft but
I am totally impressed and proud
of my country and culture. I am
happy I came, I have learned a
great deal,” Norma Davis said
after the ceremony.  With a band
of musicians constantly fueling
infectious sounds, the entire
audience joined the revelry and
embraced the nation’s cultural
heritage.  Janet Silvera, Dollis
Campbell and Millicent Lynch

are the three founders of DES
credited for enlightening the so-
phisticated, elite patronage to
their milestone anniversary fea-
ture and event championing the
historic dateline.
     The highlight of the festival
is being hailed with appreciation
by nationals and visitors alike.
Kingston has had its allure but
until recently few visitors could
boast the privilege of sitting up
close to witness the legacy and
rich, African tradition still prac-
ticed by revivalists in modern
day Jamaica.

Black Diasporan Rene John-
Sandy dies in Tobago

By Vinette K. Pryce

     Rene John-Sandy, former
publisher of Black Diaspora died
in his birth-island of Tobago re-
cently. The twin island native of
Trinidad & Tobago first pub-
l i shed  “Class  Magazine ,”  a
weekly palm-sized publication
which focused on Caribbean and
African American news.
    Featuring news, sports, fash-
ion, entertainment, politics and
travel information, the publica-
tion evolved to be known as
“Black Diaspora.” John-Sandy
promoted African ideals and
traveled to Ghana and Senegal in
order to visit historic sites and
accompany tourists to the re-
gion.
     After his first visit to Ghana,
he fashioned cloth, promotional,
gift bags in the native Kente
cloth pattern. In recent years,
John-Sandy ceased publication
of his magazine and returned
home to establish a radio station
in  Tobago.   Repor tedly,  he
chaired the Tobago Broadcasting
System and granted licensing to
92.5 FM to commence broadcast-
ing.

Jamaica 50th Anniversary

Kingston ‘Pon Di River’ revives African
ancestral roots

Jeanette Lewis of Flow and Prudence Simpson, Jamaica Pegasus, with Dollis Campbell, Millicent Lynch
and Janet Silvera      (Photo courtesy DES)
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    Anguilla has 33 pristine
beaches and over twelve miles of
stunning, white powder sand and
tranquil waters ranging from
aquamarine to cobalt blue.
Beaches of all kinds, from the long,
gentle shoreline of Rendezvous
Bay perfect for strolling, to the
colorful beach bars that rest on
the blinding white sands of Shoal
Bay.
    The village beach of Sandy
Ground welcomes fun first —
home to dancing, parties and boat
racing, and secluded coves such
as Little Bay offer picturesque ro-
mance.  The open and wild feel-
ing of Junk’s Hole is home to the
lone Palm Grove barbecue, and
the bright fishing boats in Island
Harbor give visitors the opportu-
nity to witness the fishermen and
the sailors of Anguilla at work.
    The deep plush sands of
Meads Bay are home to some of
the most elegant dining and hotel
options and a soft rolling wave.
Crocus Bay’s scenic coral cliffs
are a perfect sunset location.
Barnes, Maundays, Merrywing,
Mimi Bay, Dropsey, Long Pond
and The Forest…the list is end-
less.
    All of Anguilla’s beaches are
public, un-crowded and un-
spoiled.  Every cove, bay and
stretch of sand is marked by
unique characteristics, such as
rock and coral formations and pic-
turesque tropical plants.  There is
a beach for everyone, for every
kind of beach day, for every mood.
    The beautiful and peerless is-
land of Anguilla offers one of the
most culturally enriching Carib-
bean experiences in the world.
Rated by Conde Nast as one of
the world’s “Most Romantic Hide-
aways,” Anguilla’s Cap Juluca
Resort has held its standard as a
premier destination for interna-
tional travelers.
    As the celebrated cuisine capi-
tal of the caribbean Anguilla also
boasts more than 100 restaurants
and eateries ranging in a multi-
tude of cuisine and tastes
throughout its tranquil landscape;
including the world renowned
Blanchard’s, which has been
hailed as one of the best restau-
rants in the Caribbean.  Anguilla’s
newest resort, Viceroy Anguilla,
is a sprawling showplace of pic-
turesque beauty, which was con-
sidered “perfect” by Vogue maga-
zine.
    The small country has hosted
Bankie Banx’s live music extrava-
ganza, ‘Moonsplash,’ for over 20
years.  Accommodations on
Anguilla range from beautifully-
appointed boutique properties
and visually stunning villas, to
quaint bed & breakfast outposts
and award-winning, five-star re-
sorts.
    The Anguilla Tourist Board is
responsible for the development
and management of the island’s
tourism industry, charged with the
promotion of tourist travel, and
the establishment, maintenance
and improvement of high stan-
dards of product and service qual-
ity in the tourism sector.
    Working in tandem with its
overseas marketing representa-
tives in the United States, United
Kingdom, France, Italy, Germany,

Scandinavia, Puerto Rico and
South America, the board pro-
motes Anguilla as the Caribbean’s
premier, exclusive, quality destina-
tion experience, where “feeling is
believing.”
    Flights can be arranged on
American Airlines, Jet Blue, US
Airways, United Airlines and Con-
tinental Airways through San
Juan, Puerto Rico on Anguilla Air
Express (T. 1-866-966-1881  E. 
info@anguillaairexpress.com) or
St. Maarten with onward connect-
ing flights or ferry into Anguilla;
or on regional carriers LIAT and
Winair via Antigua.
    For more information on travel
to Anguilla, visit:
 www.ivisitanguilla.com, like us on
Facebook: www.facebook.com/
pages/Anguilla, or Follow us on
Twitter: @anguillatourism or con-
tact the Anguilla Tourist Board at
1.800.553.4939.

Culture and History
    Here’s the skinny on the culture

and history of this matchless, God-
kissed island:  Around four thou-
sand years ago, the history of our
island began. It was then that
Amerindian peoples ûrst arrived
from South America. Living off the
sea and the land, they established
farms and villages on Anguilla.
    Over the following three thou-
sand years, a succession of tribes
and cultures called our island
home.  One such group was the
Arawak people whose deep reli-
gious beliefs were based on the
sun, moon and two sacred caverns,
from where all mankind originated.
The caves, Big Springs at Island
Harbour, and The Fountain at
Shoal Bay, remain to this day. The
Fountain cavern is the Eastern
Caribbean’s most intact ceremo-
nial site from this period and fea-
tures petrogylphs, offering bowls,
and a stalagmite carved in the like-
ness of Jocahu, the Supreme Deity
of the Arawak people.
    In 1650, English settlers arrived
and colonized Anguilla.  They es-

tablished plantations where corn
and tobacco were grown.  The
settlement survived for six years
until Indians from a neighboring
island came and destroyed it.
    In 1666, the French temporarily
took over the island for a brief
period of time.  However, it was
returned to Britain the following
year under the Treaty of Breda.
    By the 1800s Anguilla was
thriving as a plantation economy
like most of the Caribbean. Rum,
sugar, cotton, indigo, fustic and
mahogany were its chief exports.
Eroding soil and unreliable rain-
fall made conditions for farming
unfavorable.  As a result, the size
and strength of these plantations
dwindled, and fewer people were
employed.  Eventually, these
people established their indepen-
dence through private proprietor-
ships or by becoming ûshermen
or sailors.
    By 1958, St. Kitts, Nevis, and
Anguilla became part of the Fed-
eration of the West Indies. This

Federation collapsed in 1962 and as
a result most of the islands devel-
oped individual constitutions.  St.
Kitts, Nevis, and Anguilla together
were made an associated statehood
— a political decision that sparked
the Anguilla Revolution because
Anguilla desired its independence
from the state.
    May 30, 1967 is celebrated annu-
ally as Anguilla Day, commemorat-
ing the repulsion of the Royal St.
Kitts Police Force from the island.
Britain intervened and a peacekeep-
ing committee was established.
Debates over Anguilla’s secession
continued to be negotiated for over
a decade, and on December 19,
1980, Anguilla became a separate
Dependent Territory with some mea-
sure of autonomy in government.
    Anguillians today celebrate their
independence and their heritage of
strength, survival, and determina-
tion with Church services, uni-
formed parades, cultural perfor-
mances and, of course, the tradi-
tional round-the-island boat race.

ON THE GO with Travel & Leisure scribe Audrey J. Bernard

Introducing the beautiful & peerless island of Anguilla

Anguilla Beach matchless ambience

Anguilla Beach dazzles guests with amazing calmness

Anguilla Beach shows stunning island view from CuisinArt Resort
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C L A S S I F I E D

United States Army and was dis-
charged on April 27, 1866 from
Louisville, Kentucky.  The de-
scendents of this patriotic family
served in several wars including,
WWI, WWII, Korean, Viet Nam
and Desert Storm.
    Hunt is an avid researcher and
knows all too well how to prove
her blood line which traces back
to 1749.  In 2009 she became a
member of the Daughters of the
American Revolution.  It is her
love for family and passion for

genealogy as well as her desire to
inspire all persons — especially
African Americans — to build on
the legacy of their ancestors.
    Some of her genealogical accom-
plishments include: she has con-
tributed to the” The Cansler Fam-
ily in America” by William Clifford
Roberts, Jr. (Copyright 2001); She
donated photographs and the
History of the Hunt family of
Marion Virginia – Exhibit is
housed at the Mount Pleasant
United Church Museum.  Hunt lo-
cated the Lewis family’s African
American-Cherokee Burial Grounds

Ruth D. Hunt to receive
Champion of the African

in the Manhattan United Meth-
odist Church Cemetery in
Clinchberg, Virginia.
    One of Hunt’s most noted ac-
complishments is when she lo-
cated her long lost brother in
Wales, England after 53 years of
separation from their WWII vet-
eran father.  Most recently she
was interviewed by anchor
Sandra Bookman on ABC-TV
“Here and Now” where she
shared her fascinating genealogi-
cal journey.  Hunt is presently in
the process of writing short sto-
ries depicting her family history.

(from page 14)

From the bustling streets of the garment center, Ruth D. Hunt enjoyed an early illustrious career
as a Seventh Avenue fashion model.  She was the first woman to break the color barrier in the
swimwear industry, modeling for Sirena Swimwear and Cole of California.  She freelanced for
numerous Seventh Avenue fashion designers – from Calvin Klein to Bill Blass – and for NYC’s top
department stores and industry trade shows.  Hunt was also a fit model for Essence by Mail.
Drawing from her early days as an instructor for the Vogue School of Charm and Modeling, she
conducted Image Workshops for numerous NYC organizations such as: Youth in Action: Young
Unwed Mothers Program; Young Peoples Association; Jack and Jill of America; Girl Friends, Inc.;
Zeta Amicae of Brooklyn; “The Delta’s Youth;” and the Professional, Re-employment and
Outplacement Services known as “PROS.”  Other philanthropic organizations that have benefitted
from Hunt’s skills include: the Doll League, Inc.; Meharry Alumni; Women and AIDS Resource
Network; American Cancer Society; American Diabetes Association; American Lung Association;
American Heart Association; The Leukemia Society; Alvin Ailey Dance Company; and Support
Network, Inc..

Network to End Domestic Vio-
lence, in a single 24-hour period
in 2011, 4,572 victims of domestic
violence received help from do-
mestic violence programs in New
York. These victims either sought
refuge in emergency shelters or
traditional housing provided by
local domestic violence pro-
grams, or received non-residen-

tial assistance and services includ-
ing individual counseling, legal
advocacy and children’s support
groups.
     Sen. Schumer called on the
House of Representatives to take
up and pass the Senate version of
VAWA, which is the only version
of the legislation that has the sup-
port of the advocates who work on
the ground with the victims of do-
mestic violence.
      Schumer noted that a proposed
Republican House bill, on the other

hand, would, for the first time
since VAWA was passed in 1994,
fail to address the evolving needs
of victims and advocacy organi-
zations, and therefore could turn
back the clock on women’s rights.
     The New York senior senator
noted that there are several new
provisions of the law that were
included in the Senate version of
the bill that passed this past week
and will make it stronger and more
helpful for New York law enforce-
ment. Some of the key provisions:

(from page 2)

Sen. Schumer urges House to pass
the Violence Against Women Act

deceased Prusik’s name, alleging
real estate fraud. They claimed
that the auction was invalid and
that the real owner was Irene
Prusik.
    The defendants received
Prusik’s Social Security benefits
every month for six years, total-
ing approximately $44,000.
    To initiate the crime, Parkin doc-
tored Prusik’s death certificate,
providing a false Social Security
Number and date of birth, which

made it appear as though she were
still alive. In order to perpetuate the
ruse, the defendants went as far as
to dress Parkin up as his deceased
mother, and visit the Department
of Motor Vehicles to renew her
driver’s license, where, incidentally,
they were captured on surveillance
video.
    Coincidentally, unaware pros-
ecutors had already begun an in-
vestigation into his actions, Parkin
walked into the Brooklyn District
Attorney’s Office in March 2009,
to report to the Real Estate Fraud
Unit that he and his mother were

victims. He claimed his mother
was the rightful owner of the
property and that the new owner
had been using illegal forms of
coercion and filing false docu-
ments in court filings against
them. Prosecutors also met with
Rimolo, who identified himself as
Prusik’s nephew.
    To the investigators’ surprise,
Rimolo and Parkin agreed to ar-
range a meeting with Prusik at the
home on 6th Avenue. When inves-
tigators arrived, they found Parkin
dressed as his 77-year-old mother,
wearing a red cardigan, lipstick,

manicured nails and breathing
through an oxygen tank.
    Rimolo pled guilty on Sept. 30,
2010 to grand larceny in the sec-
ond degree. He was sentenced on
Oct. 14, 2010 to a maximum of three
years in prison.

    The case was prosecuted by Jo-
seph Alexis, Bureau Chief in the
Rackets Division and Richard
Farrell, Unit Chief of the Rackets
Division’s Real Estate Fraud Unit.
Michael Vecchione is Chief of the
Rackets Division.

Con artist posing as deceased mother found guilty of fraud
(from page 2)

there. That sight of two proven
soldiers, one old and one young,
captured in bare open emotion,
captures what Malcolm has meant
to so many over two generations
in a very personal and profound
way. Gil, personally armed with his
legendary third eye, got it on
tape.”
    In 2000, under a pouring, un-
sympathetic rain, I turned Louis
loose on us with his poem,” he
recalled further.  “He made every-

one forget that rain and re-embrace
with love and steel the gravity of
why we were all there.”
    The Organization of AfroAmeri-
can Unity was launched by
Malcolm X on June 28, 1964 at the
Audubon Ballroom in New York and
where he was ultimately assassi-
nated on February 21, 1965. The or-
ganization continued after his assas-
sination under Ella Little-Collins’
leadership. It is currently headed up
by his nephew and her son, Rodnell
Collins, author of The Seventh
Child...

(from page 2)

Malcolmites

sometime,” she would respond.
Kathy Humphrey commented that
the, “less intelligent stereotype”
allows for African-American
women to be received as less.
“Black women have everything,
they can be more. Educated. Af-
fluent. Successful,” she said.   “We

buy into the stereotype of the me-
dia. Black women constantly have
to humanize ourselves,” McBryde
said.
    Wilkinsburg Police Chief Ophelia
Coleman commented that when she
is traveling on public transporta-
tion or walking “People are grab-
bing their purses and flinching at
me. Why are they flinching? Not

because I am a police officer but
it’s because of something else.”
Even though the film focused on
the concerns about the negative
misrepresentation of African-
American women, they were still
hopeful. Redwood commented,
“Countless number of women are
doing things like Michelle Obama,
that’s positive energy.”

The Image of Black Women
(from page 4)
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LEGAL NOTICESAdoption

ADOPT: A loving couple in NYC
suburbs hopes to complete our
family. Make our adopted daugh-
ter a big sister! Call Laurel and
Adam (516)884-6507 to talk.

Autos Wanted

DONATE VEHICLE: RECEIVE
$1000 GROCERY COUPONS. Na-
tional Animal Welfare Foundation.
Support NO KILL Shelters. Help
Homeless Pets. Free Towing, TAX
DEDUCTIBLE, NON-RUNNERS
Accepted  1-888-333-3848

Business Opportunity

ATTN: COMPUTER WORK.
Work from anywhere 24/7. Up to
$1,500 Part Time to $7,500/ mo.
Full Time. Training provided.
www.workservices3.com

Career Training

Beautiful, talented kids?? Train for
modeling/ acting? (Girls 6-23, Boys
12-23) ONE DAY: Sunday 5/20.
Appointment Only- 212-239-1110;
www.barbizonnyc.com Under 18=
parent required. New Yorker Ho-
tel.

Drivers

Drivers- Knight Offers Hometime
Choices; Express lanes, 7/ON- 7/
OFF, 14/ON- 7/OFF. WEEKLY. Full
and Part-time. Daily Pay! CDL-A!
3 months recent experience re-
quired. 800-414-9569
www.driveknight.com

For Sale

Privacy Hedge, Windbreak, Cedar
Tree, Evergreen Mail Order $7.50,
Delivery, Installation Other Spe-
cies Available! Services Available
in NY, NJ, & New England. CALL
1800-889-8238 or 518-314-1446
discounttreefarm.com

Help Wanted

AIRLINES ARE HIRING- Train for
hands on Aviation Career. FAA
approved program. Financial aid
if qualified- Job Placement Assis-
tance. CALL Aviation Institute of
Maintenance (866)296-7093

NEW TO TRUCKING? Your new
career starts now! *$0 Tuition
Cost *No Credit Check *Great Pay
& Benefits. Short employment
commitment required. Call:
(866)304-9526 www.joinCRST.com

Land

New York State Land Sale Dis-
counted to 1990’s prices! 3 Acre
Starter camp -$17,995. 5 Acres w/
Farmhouse - $49,995. 52 Acres,
Stream, 2 ponds, Beautiful woods
& views. Access to road front,
utilities and state land Limited
offer. Call Christmas & Associates
800-229-7843 Or visit
landandcamps.com

Land For Sale
Upstate NY Land Sale “Sports-
man Bargain” 3 acres w/ cozy
cabin, Close access to Oneida
Lake -$17,995. “ Large River”-
over 900 ft. 18 acres along fish-
ing/swimming river -$49,995.
“Timberland Investment”-90
acres deer sanctuary, beautiful
t imber s tuds,  small  creek -
$99,995. Over 100 new proper-
ties. Call 800-229-7843 Or visit
landandcamps.com

FREE LAND LIST Foreclosures
& Bank Ordered Berkshires,
Capital Region, Adirondacks
Waterfront, Hunting, Camping,
Ponds, Streams, Farms, Barns,
Views 2 to 64 Acres from $19,900
413-884-1556
NYLandLiquidators.com

Lots & Acreage
Virginia Seaside Lots- Spec-
tacular 3+ acre estate lots in ex-
clusive development on the
seaside (the mainland) over-
looking Chincoteague Bay, is-
lands and ocean beyond. Gated
entrance,  caretaker,  private
paved roads, community pier,
pool and club house which in-
cludes 2 bedroom guest suites
for property owners. Great cli-
mate, fishing, clamming and
Nat ional  Seashore  beaches
nearby. Just 30 miles south of
Ocean City, Md. Absolute buy of
a lifetime,  recent bank sale makes
these lots available at 1/3 original
price! Priced at only $49,000 to
$65,000. For info call (757) 824-5284,
email:oceanlandtrust@yahoo.com,
pictures on website:
www.corbinhall.com

ABANDONED FARM SALE! May
19-20. 5 acres -Stream, BIG view -
$24,900. 5 acres -Barn, pond,
VIEWS- $49,900. 14 approved
tracts! 20 minutes Albany! Gor-
geous setting, best deals/financ-
ing available! Register now! Call
(888) 905-8847

Miscellaneous
ATTEND COLLEGE ONLINE from
home. *Medical, *Business,
*Criminal Justice, *Hospitality, Job
placement assistance. Computer
available. Financial Aid if qualified.
SCHEV certified. Call 888-201-8657
www.CenturaOnline.com

Vacation Rentals
OCEAN CITY, MARYLAND. Best
selection of affordable rentals.
Full/ partial weeks. Call for FREE
brochure. Open daily. Holiday Real
Estate. 1-800-638-2102. Online res-
ervations: www.holidayoc.com

Wanted
CASH for Coins! Buying  ALL Gold
& Silver. Also Stamps & Paper
Money, Entire Collections, Es-
tates.  Travel to your home.  Call
Marc Near NYC 1-800-959-3419

Wanted to Buy
Wanted : Will Pay Up to $15.00 For
High School Yearbooks 1900-1988.
Any School / Any State.
Yearbookusa@yahoo.com or 972-
768-1338

WANTED UNEXPIRED DIA-
BETIC TEST STRIPS UP TO $26/
BOX. PRE PAID SHIPPING LA-
BELS. HABLAMOS ESPANOL!
1-800-266-0702
www.SellDiabeticStrips.com

NOTICE OF FORMATION

Articles of Organization of JBK Man-
agement, LLC Bronx County NY Un-
der Section 203 of the Limited Liabil-
ity Law with the Secretary of State
NY.  The Secretary of State is desig-
nated as agent of the LLC upon whom
process against it may be served.  The
address within or without this state
to which the Secretary of State shall
mail a copy of the process against the
LLC upon him or her is: 1775 Man-
sion Street #1, Bronx, NY 10460.  Pur-
pose: Janitorial Services, Landscap-
ing, Interior and External repairs.
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By Marc Rasbury

    It is hard to imagine that the
NFL is heading toward a collision
course with financial ruins. After
a summer where the League and
the Players Association were
fighting on how to share nine bil-
lion dollars, how can this even
be an issue? Well it may not be
an immediate concern, but there
are a number of issues that are
lurking behind the scene that
might bring the League to its
knees.
    The NFL is by far the most
popular sports entity in the world.
The League’s fans are as passion-
ate as they come. People refi-
nance their homes in order to se-
cure the right to purchase sea-
son tickets. If you don’t think
your fellow Americans treat the
NFL like a religion, just go to the
Draft. There were fans who were
dressed in their teams garb and
who slept outside Radio City
Music Hall overnight for a chance
to gain entry to the event.
America loves its football and you
can look at its impact on the
country’s economy to see that.

    The NFL grossed nine billion
dollars last year and that number
is expected to grow by 15-20%
over the next three years. This
League has become a cash cow
not only for itself  but the country
as well. Just ask the restaurant
folks how much of an impact the
NFL has on their industry. Bar
owners have told me in the past
that 50% of the business takes
place during the football season
and they would have to close
down if there were no NFL. The
football season is like Christmas
to the Retail Industry. So why are
some people in the NFL Office
forecasting fear beyond the hori-
zon despite the projected finan-
cial growth in the not-so-distant
future?
    After surviving last years’ Lock-
out, a number of issues are lurk-
ing in the under current that might
derail this roaring freight train.
First this bounty scandal has a
number of tentacles that will come
back and sting the League. Then
there is a class action law suit with
over 1,500 former players claiming
that the NFL fostered an environ-
ment that promoted those vicious

hits as well as withheld informa-
tion regarding the dangers of
head trauma and concussions.
    You have some former players
who have committed or contem-
plated suicide over the past de-
cade. I heard former New York Gi-
ant legend Harry Carson state
that he once pulled his car over
on the side of the Tapenzee
Bridge and thought about jump-
ing off the side of it. He contrib-
uted this to the depression side
effects stemming from the con-
cussions he suffered throughout
his storied career. Former Jet Ray
Lucas said that he thought about
taking his life on several occa-
sions as a result of the depres-
sion he suffered after his post
NFL career. Then you have the
story of former Chicago Bear and
Giant Dave Duerson.
    Duerson committed suicide,
shooting himself in the chest so
that medical examiners could ex-
amine his brain to determine the
effect of the blows which led to
all his concussions. After he left
football, not only did he suffer
from depression, he experienced
severe mood swings and demon-

strated violent tendencies. It got
so bad that his son told ESPN that
he did not want to bring his
friends to the house because he
was afraid that his father would
go off in the house.
    The players involved with that
class action law suit claim that
the NFL knew all along about the
concussions and the dangers
that they presented especially
after the players retire and with-
held that information. And con-
sidering 70% of the former play-
ers go broke after retirement, add-
ing depression to the mix it is not
a good look.
    The second part of this bounty
scandal that will come back to the
NFL to bite in the ass is the fear
that it is becoming a blood sport.
You have former players, includ-
ing future Hall of Famer Kurt
Warner, indicating that they have
concerns or reservations regard-
ing their children playing the
game due to the violent nature of
the game. You have current DLs
who are as fast as former DBs.
The hits are so violent today that
the shelf life of most of today’s
players is three years where it

was seven years a decade ago.
Running backs were once a premier
position in the League. Today, Gen-
eral Managers are reluctant to give
them  long term contracts due to
durability concerns and that is
strictly a result of all the abuse they
take.
    I have heard at least 20 mothers,
over the past year, who indicate
that they will not allow their sons
to play football anymore. If this
continues to trend in this manner,
your talent pool will decrease over
the long haul just like it has in box-
ing.
    The NFL came down hard on the
Saints as far as penalties and sus-
pensions are concerned. That is
just part of the bigger picture. If
the former players’ lawyers can link
the bounty scandal and withhold-
ing medical information to their
class action law suit, all hell is go-
ing break loose.
    Then add the perception that the
League is becoming a blood sport,
the good times could come to a
crashing halt. The NFL has to
change its image and /or percep-
tion or they could find themselves
trending down

Are we killing the Golden Goose?

By Derrel “Jazz” Johnson

  Amare Stoudemire and Carmelo
Anthony finally won their first
playoff  game together, after los-
ing their first seven as New York
Knicks.
    Their win yesterday ended an
NBA-record 13-straight playoff
losing streak for the franchise,
dating back to April 29, 2001. What
they need to do urgently if they
want to continue to win as team-
mates is learn how to share the
basketball.
  The main reason why Stoudemire
was so angry, he punched a fire
extinguisher after game two was
the ball distribution, and his lack
of
 touches. In the three games that
he has played in the playoff se-
ries against the Miami Heat, he
shot the ball 29 times, while An-
thony has shot 70 times from the
field, and JR Smith has shot 43
times. Carmelo Anthony is the
most talented offensive player on
the Knicks and should command
more shots, but not twice as many
as Amar’e Stoudemire. Further-
more, it is laughable that the
Knicks offense isn’t able to get
Stoudemire more touches, but al-
lows JR Smith to shoot 31-61
(34%) through four games.
    In his time as the New York
Knicks head coach, Mike
D’Antoni was unable to get his
two offensive stars to mesh. In-
terim coach Mike  Woodson has
had even less time to get the two
to gel on offense, but, if this team

is going to reach its highest level of
success, Woodson needs to get his
two stars to thrive together, and
not separately, on he basketball
court.
     A capable, veteran point guard

Amare and Carmelo must learn to share the ball

would be a cure for the Knicks, as
someone with the ability to play
the position at a high level would
command the respect from both
players.
    A high-quality veteran would

learn how to get the ball to each
where they are most effective on
the court. Baron Davis and Mike
Bibby are too far past their prime
to be able to do it, and Jeremy Lin
hasn’t proven whether he can do

it either.
    It seems as if many Knicks fans
have a short memory when it comes
to Stoudemire, and forget how great
of a season he had last year. He av-
eraged 25.3 points per game, 8.1 re-
bounds, and 1.9 blocks. He also was
a legitimate MVP candidate, rou-
tinely hearing MVP chants at Madi-
son Square Garden while regularly
going over the 40-point mark. He
even heard MVP chants on the road
in Washington, DC.
     This is a player that has to be a
major focus of the offense, not only
against the Miami Heat in this se-
ries, but going forward. Too much
isolation with Carmelo forces the
other four players to be stagnant,
and allows the team to become pre-
dictable and easy to guard.
     For Anthony, he needs to learn
how to share the ball, and has to
improve his shot selection. It is not
only his volume of shot attempts, it
is the shots he takes as well. On a
play earlier this season, Carmelo
Anthony pulled up for an open
jumper at the three-point line instead
of passing the ball to a wide-open
Laundry Fields.
    Fields, who is rarely demonstra-
tive on the court, was clearly upset
and showed it. I am among the
people who are not ready to give up
on either Carmelo Anthony or
Amar’e Stoudemire. That being
said, both will have to work  to learn
the other, and the team. If they can
coexist, then the Knicks will have a
serious chance of going deep into
the playoffs. If  not, one and done
will be the norm for the Knicks

Amare Stoudemire


